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Treasure in Earthen Vessels 


By Ida A. Guirey 
2 Corinthians 4:7 


H, HOW great God’s goodness to us, 
Earthen vessels such as we, 
With His power to endue us 
Ready for His use to be: 
To make known the saving mercy 
Of the Lord in every place, 
To show forth His loving-kindness 
And the riches of His grace. 


Earthen vessels, all unworthy, 
Yet we have the promise, Lord, 

That if we will trust Thee fully 
Grace divine wilt Thou afford. 

' Take us, blessed Lord, we pray Thee, 

Cleanse and mold us to Thy will; 

For Thy praise and for Thy glory 
These Thine earthen vessels fill. 


Philip Henry on Early Conversion 


Not every Christian can give the 
exact date of his conversion. Those who 
can sometimes criticize those who can- 
not, and even doubt whether they are 
saved. Some wholesome words were 
spoken on this by Philip Henry, as re- 
corded by his illustrious son, Matthew 
Henry, in the biography of:his father (a 
valuable work, ‘long since out of print 
and hard’ to find). “If ever any child,” 
said he, “such as I then was, between 
the tenth and fifteenth years of my age, 


enjoyed ‘line upon line, precept upon 
precept,’ I did. And was it in vain? I 
trust, not altogether in vain. My soul 
rejoiceth, and is glad at the remem- 
brance of it; the word distilled as the 
dew, and dropt as the rain. I loved it, 
and loved the messengers of it; their 
very feet were beautiful to me.” Thus 
he acknowledged the careful training 
given him by his godly mother, teachers, 
and minister. His son adds: “Thus you 
see how the dews of Heaven softened 
his heart by degrees. From these early 
experiences of his own, (1) He would 
blame those who laid so much stress 
on peopie knowing the exact time of 
their conversion, which he thought was, 
with many, not possible to do.’ Who can 
so soon be aware of the day-break, or 
of the springing up of the seed: sown? 
The work of grace is better known in 
its effects than in its causes. He would 
sometimes illustrate this by that saying 
of the blind man to the Pharisees, who 
were so critical in examining the re- 
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covery of his sight. This, and the other, 
I know not concerning it, but, this ‘one 
thing I know, that; whereas I was blind, 
now I see’ (John 9:25). (2) He would 
bear his testimony to the comfort and 
benefit of early piety, and recommend 
it to all young people; as a good thing 
to bear the yoke of the Lord Jesus in 
youth. . No’ man did his duty so 
‘naturally’ as Timothy did (Phil. 2:20), 
who, from a child, knew the Holy Scrip- 
tures. He would sometimes apply to 
this that commion saying—He that would 
thrive, must rise at five. And, in deal- 
ing with young people, how earnestly 
would he impress this upon them—I 
tell you, you cannot begin too soon to 
be religious, but you may put it off too 
long. Manna must be gathered early, 
and he that is the first, must have the 
first. He often inculcated (Eccles. 12:1), 
‘Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth’; or, as in the original, ‘the 
days of thy choice’—thy choice days, 
and-thy choosing days.” 


A Living Petrifaction 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


Tee is the story of one who 
suffered the pangs of Job without 
the plaints of Job. In a museum 
in North Africa is a block of concrete 
that encloses an early Christian martyr. 
He was taken by Moslems and put in a 
mold into which was poured concrete 
until breath was stifled. Then the con- 
crete hardened. 

This suffering was short. That of 
Pierre Nicolet lasted twenty-eight years, 
nine months, and eight days—“the long- 
est war of our time,” his biographer 
calls it. 

He was Swiss, born in poverty, yet 
by dint of effort securing considerable 
education in law. Mobilized in the army 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Heaven and earth shall pass 
away: but my words shall not pass 
away” (Luke 21:33). 

















in 1914 he was brought low with arthri- 
tis, by the long marches and exposure, 
which gradually passed into complete 
paralysis. There were six years of in- 
validism as overture to the twenty-eight 
of immovability. 

At first great pain and total insomnia! 
The mouth became paralyzed and. teeth 
locked. In 1939 followed total blindness 
and, to cap it all, a frightful encephalitis 
with repulsive discharges. 

One cannot imagine anything more 
terrible. Within the block of concrete 
was conscious, suffering personality. 

The family was poor. A devoted sis- 
ter, Jeanne, consecrated her whole life 
to his care. Rising before dawn, she 
did the housework, gave Pierre his 
breakfast, then ran, yes, ran, twenty 
minutes to the watch factory wHere she 
worked. Returning at noon she cooked 
the mieal, prepared the evening before, 
looked after Pierre’s pressing needs, and 
then hurried back to_her machine. Once 
a week a devoted friend helped her 
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change the bed linen. Oh, what a diffi- 
cult thing with that poor body! And 
what sisterly love! 

Then a group of Christians, with their 
pastor leading, secured an apartment in 
Lausanne and moved him thither. 
Parties of readers were organized to 
visit him. In spite of his desperate con- 
dition he was, by God’s grace, happy. 
Eventually he carried on a ministry of 
spiritual counseling. Men and women 
of all ages and position, young and old, 
came to him for advice and sympathy. 
One writes: “He became a sure and 
discreet friend of my son, a counselor 
who apparently acquired all the experi- 
ences of life far better than well per- 
sons. In his immobility, silence, accepta- 
tion, he seemed to find a sixth sense of 
intuition and comprehension.” Day and 
night he was constant in prayer. ; 

An uncomplaining Job, even a joyous 
Job, who could call himself “God’s 
spoilt child.” “I superabound in my trib- 
ulation (2 Cor. 5:4) because I am par- 
ticipant in the divine eternity, in the 
life of God. My eternal life has already 
begun. My immobility puts me beyond 
time and in eternity. I am surrounded 
by the love of God as fish by the sea.” 

But it was not so at first. There was 
continuous suffering, then despair, when 
he could no longer feed himself, “Finally 
all my skeleton was solidified, including 
my head. Even the last use of a little 
finger, to press a bellbutton, went. It 
was a living death, the sepulcher clos- 
ing over me.” 

Finally, one day, he seemed to pass out 
of a tunnel. As Jonah, he stammered, 
“The earth with her bars was about 
me for ever, yet hast thou brought up 
my life from corruption.” 

“I will live,” he said to himself. “TI 
will again become a living person. Then 
I passed upward day by day, out of the 
gulf. It was long. I had not yet fully 
accepted. I had flown as a clumsy hen; 
and then the eagle, which I dreamed 
of being, the eagle which looked into 
the sun, invited me to use my wings and 
to gaze on God. 

“Yes, the poor eagle that I was, 
checked in its human desires, in its worldly 
flight, felt its spiritual wings growing. 
I felt I must fly my bed of suffering, 
cast myself into space, and look on God 
alone. 

“Then came an admirable liberation. 
Peace entered my soul and brought sup- 
port to my wavering faith, And my 
heart, instead of turning back on itself, 
opened to the world of suffering. I saw 
God. I saw my brethren. I saw myself 
no longer. I was saved from myself. 

“I became an aviator. By God’s 
strength, I turn my plane upward in 
the open sky. I live always above the 
clouds, always in the sun. Alas, I know 
by experience that if I let myself fall 
below a certain altitude, I must anew, 
with redoubled effort, traverse the 
opaque Jayer of cumulus. This is why 
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I so fear a glimpse of the past. Spiritual 
aviation is a hard school, this living 
above the clouds. It is the life of one 
who takes the Kingdom of God by vio- 
lence.” 

Of prayer and Bible reading he wrote 
(for he wrote much by dictation): “In 
reading the Bible we should seek to 
identify ourselves with the great char- 
acters in it—Job, Jonah, and the others. 
One thinks of Christ, and of living so 
that, as Paul says, we may attain unto 
the stature of the perfect man. We 
should dwell on the characters of the 
Old Testament and seek to identify our- 
selves with these heroes of Scripture. 
All is written for our instruction. God 
can write in our hearts the life of a 
patriarch or a prophet. It is Joseph 
who seems to be the figure in whom 
I just now recognize the goodness of 
God te me. Joseph suffered many ways 
and was ever delivered. God shows us 
incomparable mercies. Has He not con- 
ferred on us incomparable powers by 
prayer? We, as Joseph, can nourish 
famished and invisible multitudes in 
spiritual ways.” 

To lie eighteen years without motion; 
also without a complaint, for his sister 
never heard him utter one! *A pastor 
commenting on a New Year greeting 
from Pierre, in which he spoke of 365 
days passing as quickly as a bit of eter- 
nity, said: 

“Is this not wonderful, coming from 
a man nailed down by sickness, this 
comparing 365 days to a passing moment 
of eternity? Yet people in good health 
are impatient when, at the telephone, 
they have to wait fifteen seconds.” 


ve 
Notes on Open Letters 


When Are We Fit 
for the Lord's Supper? 


Would you please explain 1 Corin- 
thians 11:27-29? I asked two minis- 
ters; they both sidestepped me. I am 
not alone. I have three or four male 
friends that came to me and asked 
me. I couldn’t give them any help. 
I am puzzled myself. How will we 
know when we are fit to take the 
Lord’s Supper? I would very much 
appreciate it if you could straighten 
us out.—A Kansas reader. 

The verses in question are: “Where- 
fore whosoever shall eat this bread, and 
drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood 
of the Lord. But let a man examine him- 
self, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup. For he that eat- 
eth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not dis- 
cerning the Lord’s body.” 

Only the cleansing blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ can make any of us fit 
(Continued on page 717) 
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Coming Soon 
in the Times 


Russia in the Light of Prophecy 


Many Times readers will re- 
member the series of articles on 
the Book of Revelation by Edgar 
Ainslie, which was published as a 
book entitled “The Dawn of the 
Scarlet Age.” The same writer 
has made a very careful study of 
Russia’s place in prophecy and an- 
swers the question, “When will 
Russia and her allied armies make 
her predicted attack on the land 
of Palestine?” This will be pub- 
lished in a series of four articles 
in the Times, and, since Russia is 
continually in the news, will be 
of interest to all who are watch- 
ing current events in the light of 
God’s inspired Word. 


Which Came First—the Bible 
or the Church? 


The troublesome claim of the 
Roman Catholics that their church 
was well established before the 
Bible was published, and that 
therefore pope and priest have the 
last word, is well known among 
Protestants. But few know how 
to answer it effectively. The Rev. 
Oliver W. Price, executive secre- 
tary of the Bible Lovers League 
of America, Dallas, Tex., has made 
a careful study of this problem 
and written a strong answer for 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs readers, 


Undoubtedly you will want to 
share these articles with friends 
and neighbors, with fellow Sun- 
day school teachers, and with 
pastors. You may send to friends 
as many thirteen-week subscrip- 
tions for $1 each (in Canada, $1.10, 
in U.S.A. dollars) as you wish. 


Send your list of names with a 
check or money order and men- 
tion the Ainslie series. 





For each three new thirteen- 
week subscriptions to the Times 
at $1 each. (Canada, $1.10, U.S.A. 
dollars), you may have, without 
additional money cost, one copy 
of Edgar Ainslie’s studies in the 
Book of the Revelation, “The 
Dawn of the Scarlet Age.” Send 
all subscriptions at one time, men- 
tioning this offer. 
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A Brand Plucked From the Burning 


The conversion of a Brazilian who had lived 
for ten years under an assumed name 


WAS born in the south of France 
I but reared in Brazil, in the interior 

of the State of Sao Paulo. As a boy 
I was very fond of the Catholic religion 
and often dreamed of becoming a Roman 
priest. Later I began to lose my faith 
in the religion of my fathers, while at 
the same time there was created within 
me a vacuum which I sought to fjll, de- 
vouring all manner of books. This all 
left my soul more and more dissatisfied. 
Things were like this when, in Limeiras, 
in 1915, I bought a Bible from a col- 
porteur wha appeared at our house, This 
was my ‘first encounter with the Word 
of God. A few days later, however, this 
Bible disappeared. 

In 1917 I went to France and in 1918 
fought in the European War. I took 
part in the last great battles and was 
decorated with the War Cross. During 
this period, living dangerously, my old 
faith revived. In the trenches I often 
repeated the Lord’s Prayer and “Ave 
Maria.” After the armistice I passed 
some months in Paris and later traveled 
through the south of France, then back 
to Brazil, where my family was still 
living. 

Trouble at Home 

Back home I found difficulties in the 
family where always happiness had 
prevailed. In 1920 we moved to Sao 
Paulo where I passed some years in 
relative tranquillity with my mother 
and brothers. From one employment 
to another I finally came to occupy a 
position of responsibility in a commer- 
cial house. Then one night—I don’t 
know how to explain what happened, 
except to say that Satan took control 
of me. I forgot God; I forgot my fam- 
ily; I forgot everything, and surrendered 
myself, body and soul, to licentiousness. 
In a night of sin I spent a large sum of 
money that had been entrusted to me. 
In order to repay this money I began 
to gamble with borrowed funds. This 
went on for six months—six months of 
hell. Night after night, in the cabarets 
of Sao Paulo, I sank deeper and deeper 
in the abyss of sin and perdition. I lost 
my peace; I lost the joy of living; I lost 
all and became completely lost, lost, lost. 
During the day, in my lucid moments, 
at the office, I thought only of suicide. 
With this idea I bought a revolver which 
I carried with me constantly. One day, 
finally, all was discovered; I confessed, 
was arrested, and spent ten days in jail. 
On this occasion I had another encounter 
with the Bible. This was the second 
time that God put His Word in the path- 
way of my life. In jail I signed and 
dated this passage: “Trust in the Lord 


This is the, personal testimony of a 
Christian man who is now pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
city of Aquidauana, Mato Grosso, 
Brazil. The missionary in the story 
is the Rev. Philip Landes, who was 
born in Brazil of missionary parents 
and is now with the Presbyterian 
Seminary in the city of Campinas. 
The testimony, which was written 
and published some years ago in 
Portuguese, has-been translated and 
abridged by Jack Manley, a mission- 
ary of the New Testament Mission- 
ary Union who has spent the best 
part of the past eighteen years in 
Mato Grosso. Mr. Manley and Mr. 
Marien have been friends for many 
years. 








with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths” (Prov. 3:5, 6). 

When I was liberated, someone advised 
me to go away, to change my name, and 
make a new start in life. This idea 
appealed to me. I left Sao Paulo in Sep- 
tember, 1925, en route to Mato Grosso, 
and went as far as Sao Luis de Caceres 
where my resources came to an end. In 
the beginning of the next year I went 
upstream to Barra dos Bugres, a little 
village of forest dwellers an the upper 
Paraguay River, the last outpost of civ- 
ilization on the edge of the great forest. 

Stimulated by the adventurous en- 
vironment and by contact with virgin 
nature, I chose a name that came into 
my mind and went to work. A legend 
was formed about me which I did noth- 
ing to contradict. Soon I became iden- 
tified with the people and the place. 
Like Ruth, I said in my heart: This 
people shall be my people and this coun- 
try my country. Here I wil] live and 
die. Work, 
heroic harvesters of ipecacuanha, hunts 
in the forests, fishing trips, visits to the 
barbados (“bearded Indians”), all this 
helped me to forget the terrible past. 
Later, resolved to remain forever in this 
hospitable corner, I married a young 
woman of the place, and with time the 
children arrived, binding me solidly to 
my new life. 

The following year I became seriously 
ill with malaria and was brought close 
to the grave. An old man, who thought 


I was gaging’ to die, brought me a Bible, 
“so ‘that I might remember God.” In 
the pathway of my life, on the road of 
perdition, this was the third time that I 
encountered the Bible, pointing me to 


companionship with the’ 


By ALFREDO MARIEN 


the way of salvation. Between attacks 
of fever I read especially in Prov- 
erbs, the Psalms, and the Gospels. This 
went on for almost three years and 
I managed to read a good deal of the 
Bible, finding in it manna that sustained 
my spirit in my sickness. In 1929 an 
evangelical missionary came to Barra. 
At the time, besides my profession of 
bookkeeper, I also discharged the duties 
of public school teacher, and lived in 
the school building. Here the missionary 
came to ask for the loan of some 
benches. We had a long talk. Later I 
went to hear him preach, and for the 
first time I heard the pure and simple 
Gospel, the good news of salvation by 
faith in Jesus Christ. I bought a new 
Bible, and began to read it with new in- 
terest. At that time I had a bad sore 
on my left leg that for nine months hin- 
dered me from walking and in those 
months the Bible was my faithful com- 
panion. 


Suddenly I Believed 

One night, in March, 1930, suffering 
acutely:from the sore leg, I read far 
into the night from the Gospel of John, 
and paused at chapter 10, verses 37 and 
38, where Jesus exclaimed: “If I do not 
the works of my Father, believe me not. 
But if I do, though ye believe not me, 
believe the works: that ye may know, 
and believe, that the Father is in me, 
and I in him.” Meditating a long time 
upon these words, late at night, alone, 
suddenly I believed in Christ, believed 
in my heart that truly God was in Him 
and that He was in the Father. I knew 
that I was lost. I repented of my sins; be- 
lieved in the Gospel of grace; and what 
I then experienced was unspeakable. 
“Ye must be born again” (3:7), Jesus 
affirmed. On that night I’ was born 
again, believing on Jésus Christ. I 
passed from death into life, from dark- 
ness to light, from the power of Satan 
to the presence of God. Hallelujah! 
That night two things became clear to 
me: that Jesus is the Son of God, and 
that the Bible is His Word. 

A few days later, the missionary re- 
turned to Barra dos Bugres with a com- 
panion. In the schoolroom we had a 
long talk about the Bible and the per- 
son and work of Jesus Christ. Suddenly 
the missionary said, “Now, all you lack 
is to accept Jesus Christ as your Sav- 
iour and Master and the Bible as your 
rule of faith”” I remember very well 
that I wanted to stand up but could not 
because of my sore leg. I remained 
seated and looking at the missionary, 
declared, “I yield myself today to Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour and Master, and 
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accept the Bible as my only rule of 
faith.” 
saying, “You have just taken the most 
important step in your life.” I did not 
understand then; but today I know that 
it was so. “If any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become 
new” (2 Cor, 5:17). 

While this was going on in the school- 
room, in an adjoining room my good 
wife listened and wept and, touched by 
the Spirit of God, yielded herself, too, 
to the Lord Jesus. Happy day! Happy 
day! 

That same year we moved from Barra 
dos Bugres to the Serra da Chapada and 
I became a teacher in an evangelical 
school, studying and loving more and 
more the Bible. No one, absolutely no 
one, not even my wife, knew my true 
identity. No one doubted me and my 
conscience was sleeping. In 1932, how- 
ever, on a holiday, while I was walking 
alone on the mountain, and meditating, 
my conscience awoke. I saw -clearly 
that I could not abide in Christ and live 
under an assumed name. It was as if a 
voice spoke audibly to me, “If you wish 
to be My disciple, if you wish to walk 
with Me, you will have to take your 
true name and walk in the truth, for I 
am the Truth.” That day, in the solitude 
of that mountainside, alone with God, 
I wept bitterly, as Peter, when the Lord 
looked upon him after the cock crowed. 
But verily blessed are they that weep, 
for they shall be comforted. That day, 
praying and weeping, I resolved before 
God to confess my true identity, to take 
my true name, whatever it might cost. 

Soon, however, the Devil, the father of 
lies, began to do all he could to hinder 
me from obeying the voice of God. All 
kinds of difficulties arose, obstacles that 
seemed imp: ble. The Devil, the world, 
and the’ flesh united themselves against 
my purpose, opposing in every way. 
There were material difficulties and es- 
pecially large loomed the moral diffi- 
culty of the shame that I would have 
to suffer. I was already well known 
by my new name, and well connected. 
The Devil would say to me: “Why suffer 
this upset when no one doubts you? 
This is not necessary. It will be a 
scandal. Everyone will despise you. 
Stop being a mystic.” On the other 
hand, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of 
truth, did not leave me, and strove with 
me night and day. This inner struggle 
lasted more than two years. To bring 
to pass my purpose, required* more vir- 
tues than I possessed. But what God 
requires of us, He supplies. Hallelujah! 
Like David, I often exclaimed, “I am in 
a great strait: let me fall now into the 
hand of the Lord; for very great are 
his mercies: but let me not fall into the 
hand of man” (1 Chron, 21:13). 

The missionary had been away from 
Mato Grosso, but finally, in divine provi- 
dence, we met again. I told him all 





He rose and caught my hand, _ 
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the truth. Immediately this faithful 
servant of God encouraged me, exhorted 
me, and helped me to confess publicly 
my identity and correct my marriage 
papers. This was done before the jus- 
tice of the peace in Barra dos Bugres 
and I became reinstated in the truth 
before all men and forever. Man’s opin- 
ion was divided: some approved my con- 
fession and gave glory to God; others 
did the opposite. “The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). I suffered much shame 
and confusion of face, but experienced 
that profound peace that God gives to 
them that obey Him. 


After living for ten years under a 
false name, upon taking again my real 
name, I put before me these words of 
Paul: “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). So, as He 
died for me, I want to live for Him, in 
the fear of God. In future, “one thing 
I do”: the will of God. 
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“For there is nothing covered, that 
shall not be revealed; neither hid, that 
shall not be known” (Luke 12:2). These 
words of Jesus were true in my life. It 
is a terrible word that will be fulfilled 
for all, either in this life or on the day 
of judgment. It is better that it should 
be now, while we are able to repent 
and accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour. 
Thus it is written, “Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). The Lord 
Jesus Christ says, “He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life” (John 5:24). 

Truly, “This is a faithful saying, and 
wotthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners; of whom I am chief” (1 Tim. 1:15). 

I was lost, and now am saved! Hal- 
lelujah! Oh, that you, too, beloved 
reader, may say the same, “except these 
bonds.” May God bless this testimony 
of a brand plucked from the burning 
(Zech. 3:2) for the praise and glory of 
God. Amen. 


AQUIDAUANA, Mato Grosso, BRAZIL. 


ll. Everlasting Life Through Christ 


The, glorious hope of the resurrection of the body 


UL prayed for the Ephesians that 
they might “be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man” 
(Eph. 3:16). To the Philippians he 
wrote, “For I am in a strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to depart, and to be 
with Christ» which is far better” (Phil. 
1:23). From an experience he once had, 
he wrote, “Whether in the body, or out 
of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth; 
how that he was caught up into para- 
dise, and heard unspeakable words, 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter” 
(2 Cor, 12:3, 4). The wonderful glory 
of being with the Lord Jesus in that 
heavenly place was the reason for his 
being in a strait betwixt two. Even 
though he had to suffer persecution and 
hardships in the flesh, yet he knew that 


. eventually, after the “outward man” per- 


ished, the renewed “inward man” would 
ascend to Paradise; so, good soldier that 
he was, he was willing to remain in the 
flesh until God’s time for his departure 
should come. 

Not only would it sound ludicrous if 
we attempted to substitute the word 
“breath” for spirit in the passages men- 
tioned above, but it would be a direct 
contradiction of many other definite 
Bible teachings concerning God’s gift of 
eternal life to all who accept the Lord 
Jesus and abide in Him. He said, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but 
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is passed from death unto life” (John 
§:24). “And whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die. Believest 
thou this? (John 11:26.) “I am the liv- 
ing bread which came down from 
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, 
he shall live for ever” (John 6:51). “My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me: and I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand” (John 10:27, 28). 
Paul bore witness to this same Chris- 
tian truth. He wrote: “If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
“There is therefore now no condemna- 
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death” 
(Rom. 8:1, 2). “I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). John 
wrote: “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love 
the’ brethren” (1 John 3:14). “And this 
is the record, that God hath given to 
us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life” (1 John 5:11, 12). “The 
world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth for ever’ (1 John’ 2:17). 
We should let no one disturb us, for 
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if we have received Christ we have in 
Him eternal life, for God “who only 
hath immortality” (1 Tim. 6:16), “is love; 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in God, and God in him” (1 John 4:16). 
What more do we need to assure us, that 
in Christ in whom God is, we have im- 
mortality, eternal life? 


But someone will quote passages, such 
as, “For this, corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and* this mortal must put 
on immortality” (1 Cor. 15:53), as 
though we have no eternal life now, nor 
can have it before the day of resurrec- 
tion. Their confusion comes because 
they recognize not the spirit in man, but 
only the physical body and its mind. Of 
course, our corruptible bodies cannot 
inherit incorruption until God gives us 
new resurrection bodies which will not 
be corruptible; but the spirits indwelt 
by Christ have eternal life, and at the 
coming of Christ will also have spiritual 
bodies to dwell in, like His glorious 
body (Phil. 3:21). Paul wrote, “For we 
that are in this tabernacle do groan, be- 
ing burdened: not for that we would 
be unclothed, but clothed upon, that 
mortality might be swallowed up of life” 
(2 Cor. 5:4). Our bodies are the taber- 
nacles; we are the spirits who dwell in 
them until we depart to be with Christ. 

“But some man will say, How are the 
dead raised up? and with what body do 
they come? Thou fool, that which thou 
sowest is not quickened, except it die: 
and that which thou sowest, thou sowest 
not that body that shall be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat, or of 
some other grain: but God giveth it a 
body as it hath pleased him, and to every 
seed his own body” (1 Cor. 15:35-38). 

This means that the body of the resur- 
rection is not to be the decayed matter 
which may have mingled with dust, and 
been swept away by floods, nor of any 
well-preserved mummified corpse, “To 
every seed his own body” may imply, 
that, as a whirlpool] retains its identity 
year after year, though the water itself 
has undergone a complete change, so 
the new body that God will give may 
have the marks by which it can be 
recognized. 

But what of the spirit which was not 
buried in the dust? Turn for light to 
1 Thessalonians 4:14: “For if we be- 
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him.” . To confirm 
the meaning, compare 1 Thessalonians 
3:13: “To the end he may stablish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with all his 
saints.” (As John Wesley cémmented, 
“both angels and men.”) To eliminate 
all doubt as to who will be with the 
Lord Jesus when He réturns, Colossians 
3:4 says, “When Christ, who is our life, 
shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory.” 
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In fulfillment of every resurrection 
promise, the new bodies of the saints 
will have been provided for the return- 
ing tenants; and, in the bodies of those 
who remain alive, and love His appear- 
ing, the heavenly change will take place. 
Though the full details of God’s plans 
may not be clear to us, we may rest 
assured that what He has provided will 
abundantly exceed our fondest expecta- 


Seedtime and Harvest 


Dividends from a teacher's investment of time 


T ISN’T difficult to find a Sunday 
school teacher who gets discouraged 

at times, and who wonders sometimes 
if it is all worth the effort. If, in those 
depressing moods, the teacher could look 
ahead down through the years and see 
what results are evident, al] the discour- 
agement would vanish. 

Perhaps I can best say what I have 
in mind by referring to an incident that 
happened to a Sunday school. teacher 
about one hundred and fifteen years ago 
in the city of Wilkes-Barre in Pennsyl- 
vania. Two young women were riding 
along on horseback when they came 
upon a large group of children. Since 
they were both fond of boys and girls, 
they stopped and chatted with them. 
The youngsters were interested in the 
horses and asked many questions about 
the animals, and the two ladies became 
much interested in the children. 

“Where do you go to Sunday school?” 
one of them asked: The girls and boys 
were puzzled. They had never even 
heard of such a thing as a Suftday 
school. The young women told them 
what a Sunday school is like and the 
young ones seemed to be interested. 

“Would you come if we started a Sun- 
day school? Next Sunday?” The chil- 
dren agreed they would. Even though 
the two young ladies were only visitors 
to the city they decided to start a school. 
There was an empty barn nearby, and 
they secured permission to use the build- 
ing for their Sunday school. 

The first Sunday found quite a large 
group of boys and girls on hand. Some 
were barefooted and ragged, many of 
them were dirty, but all of them 
seemed interested. One little fellow of 
six was clean and neat and he knew 
the Lord’s Prayer. With that sort of 
human mixture the first Sunday school 
in Wyoming Valley began. It meant 
teaching the simplest fundamentals of 
the Christian religion, as well as the 
common facts of manners and discipline. 
It wasn’t easy, but the two women spent 
their summer in an effort to teach those 
children to know Jesus. 

When the vacation came to an end, 
and the little Sunday school was closed, 
they, were not certain in their own 
minds whether or not the effort had been 
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tions. The Lord Jesus said, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart: for they shall 
see God” (Matt. 5:8). By faith their 
vision of Him will grow clearer and 
brighter in this life; and when the eyes 
of dust fail us, the eyes of faith and love 
will see clearer still, until in the spir- 
itual bodies “they shall see his face” for- 
ever. 


MILForD, Conn. 


and effort and prayer in a little Sunday School 


By WOUTER VAN GARRETT 


worth while. It isn’t a simple matter 
to measure results in the field of spir- 
itual growth. Paint a house, or plow 
a field, and you can see results of your 
work in a few minutes. But sow seeds 
of the Gospel, even though they are 
watered with prayer and devotion, and 
it may take years to be sure there has 
been growth. A 

Thirty-five years later, one of those 
women was walking along a street in 
Philadelphia. She had been married to 
a man named Gildersleeve for many 
years, and had practically forgotten 
about that Sunday school venture in the 
outskirts of Wilkes-Barre at a place 
called Parsons. A gentleman approached 
her and asked to speak with her for a 
few moments. She had no idea who he 
could be, or what he wanted. 

“T’'m little Johnny Hart of the Sunday 
school you started in Parsons.” He had 
been the clean little boy who knew the 
Lord’s Prayer. In a moment the past 
began rushing back into her mind, and 
she plied Mr, Hart with question after 
question. 

“I am now professor in a large schoo] 
with over two thousand boys under my 
care. I have never forgotten what, you 
taught us many years ago. And not a 
day goes by that I do not try to teach 
the same lessons of faith in God and 
love for Christ that you taught in that 
old barn.” As they went their separate 
ways, Mrs. Gildersleeve walked with a 
lighter step, and one could have noticed 
that her shoulders were thrown back 
a bit farther than usual. 

This is often the return of dividends 
upon our investment of time and ef- 
fort and prayer in children. But years 
may pass before we come face to face 
with them, and frequently we never do. 

Perhaps we think too much of divi- 
dends from our work in Sunday school, 
and not enough of the One who, after 
all, is the Lord of the harvest. It is 
He who measures results and sees the 
fruits of our labors.. It is oyrs to plant 
the seed and to water the tiny plants 
of faith and devotion. It is His to gather 
in the harvest and to place a value upon 
the lives that have been touched and 
changed. 

Sea Iste Crry, N. J. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





To Perennial Wonder of the Word 
of God is revealed in some statistics 
which have just been released by 
different organizations in our country. 
During the year 1955, more Bibles were 
sold in the United States than in any 
other year of its history, something over 
six million copies, in addition to mil- 
lions of New Testaments and smaller 
sections of the Old and New Testaments. 

I have always thought myself that 
we do not have full statistics for the 
circulation of the Word of God because 
so many publishing houses are issuing 
Bibles, the number of which they do 
not report, and need not report. Fre- 
quently these are confidential business 
matters which are not given out to the 
public. I am sure that there have been 
many millions of Bibles sold in this 
country during the last half century that 
are not recorded in any statistics that 
have been released. 

The American Bible Society informs 
us that as of December 31, 1955, some 
part of the Bible has been published 
in 1,092 fanguages and dialects—of these 
the entire Bible has been published in 
207, and the entire New Testament in 
265 languages. During 1955, complete 
New Testaments were published for the 
first time in six languages—Bari, spoken 
in the Sudan; a dialect used in Burma; 
another used in Nigeria; Conob in Guate- 
mala; Hula in Papua; Kim in French 
Equatorial Africa. 


The use of Government publications 
for drawing attention.to Roman Catholic 
leaders in our country is a _ subject 
that deserves a careful investigation. 
In the last session of Congress, over 
sixty thousand words appeared, in vari- 
ous issues of the Congressional Record, 
in the section known as the Appendix, 
recording speeches of various Catholic 
clergymen in our country. Not one of 
these speeches was offered in either 
the House or the Senate, and for the 
most part had no bearing at all upon 
national legislation. A few of these in- 
serted items will suffice to indicate what 
is meant, 

June 24, 1955.—Address of Cardinal 
Mooney, Archbishop of Detroit, at the 
commencement exercises of the Univer- 
sity of Detroit. 

June 28, 1955——An account by Repre- 
sentative Williams of New Jersey of the 
work of Monsignor Carroll, among boys 
of Naples, Italy. 

July 19, 1955.—Address of Archbishop 
Cushing of Boston on the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the death of Bishop John 
Baptist Scalabrini, founder of the Piores 
Society of the Missionaries of St. Charles 


(four and, one-half columns of small 
print). 

Article by Bishop Sheil of Chicago, 
originally appearing in the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, July 13, 1955, on “The 
Struggle for Peace.” 

July 19, 1955.—Sermon by the pastor 
of St. Francis Xavier Church, East Gary, 
Ind., at the dedication of the Crucifix 
in Jordan Park, May 29 (including 
notices of celebrations of Mass, etc.). 

July 27, 1955.—“My Six Years in Red 
China,” by Bishop F. A. Doughty (a 
worth-while account). 

July 29, 1955.—A sermon on “The Dig- 
nity and Duties of the Religious,” by 
Bishop A. R. Zeroweste, at the Mother- 
house, at Ruma, Ill. (What has a ser- 
mon to nuns, addressed as “the brides 
of Christ,” to do with our official Con- 
gressional Record? 

Aug. 2, 1955.—Reprint of an editorial 
appearing in the (Philadelphia) Cath- 
Olic Standard and Times, on “The Cath- 
olic Gift to the Public Schools.” 

March 16, 1956—An address by the 
Rev. Gustav Weigel, prof. of Sacred 
Rhetoric at Woodstock College, on “The 
Catholic Humanism of Ignatius Loyola” 
(four columns). 

April 12, 1956.—Reprint of an article 
by Dr. Joseph Vecsey, on “Cardinal 
Mindszenty Today” (nine columns). 

April 24, 1956.—Address of a senior in 
the Gate of Heaven High School, in Bos- 
ton. 

June 20, 1956—Copy of an’ editorial 
on the retirement of Father Walsh, from 
the faculty of Georgetown University. 

Thi§ is by no means a complete list 
of such items. It is hardly necessary to 
add that all this propaganda for the 
Roman Catholic Church is paid for in 
the printing bills of the Congressional 
Record. 


Jewish Fingerprints.—A most interest- 
ing announcement has recently been 
made by two researchers attending the 
first International Congress on Human 
Genetics at Copenhagen, Denmark. The 
two scientists, Dr. Leo Sachs of the 
Weizmann Institute in Israel, and Dr. 
M. Bat-Miriam of the Israeli Institute 
for Biological Research, have made a 
careful study of all fingerprints of four 
thousand Jews now residing in Israel 
who had migrated from Poland, Ger- 
many, Iraq, Egypt, Morocco, Yemen, 
Bulgaria, and Turkey, and have discov- 
ered that these Jews from different parts 
of the world—mostly southern Europe 
and the Mediterranean, possess similar 
characteristic patterns of loops, whirls, 
and arches in their fingerprints, unlike 
the prints of non-Jewish peoples among 
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whom they had been living; indeed, 
some of their ancestors had resided 
among the Gentiles for centuries. 


If further study ‘Should substantiate 
this report, one of the basic criticisms 
leveled against the idea of true Jews 
being brought back into the land of 
promise will vanish. While the Bible 
Stresses the continuity of the Jewish 
race, it is significant to note how liberal 
modern Jews are reacting to this report. 
Dr. Samuel M. Silver, editor of American 
Judaism, and director of information for 
the Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations, declared, “There is little conse- 
quence what the Jews were, but what 
they are now and what they have ac- 
complished is what counts. Racial char- 
acteristics are secondary to moral and 
spiritual values which are acquired 
through education and religious herit- 
age.” , 


Denmark is generally reported by 
those visiting in Scandinavia as a nation 
that is almost void of fervent church 
allegiance and interest in the things of 
Christ. Recently the Danish Gallup In- 
stitute, as the result of a poll of church 
attendance in Denmark, reports that 
only fifteen per cent of the people in 
Denmark go to church occasionally, and 
only three per cent attend regularly 
each Sunday. While on the other hand, 
twenty-one per cent listen to services 
broadcast over the radio stations. 


The Christian Amendment Resolution. 
—For over one hundred years, various 
attempts have been made by sincere 
Christian statesmen to have the Lord 
Jesus Christ recognized as the Ruler of 
this world in our Constitution. The 
latest effort in this direction has just 
been made by the Hon. Kenneth J. 
Gray (D.) of West Frankfort, Ill, who 
introduced the Christian Amendment 
Resolution (H. J. Res. 541) in the House 
of Representatives. Mr. Gray is a mem- 
ber of the Baptist Church. 

The resolution is in three parts, the 
first of which reads as follows: “This 
Nation devoutly recognizes the authority 
and law of Jesus Christ, Saviour and 
Ruler of nations, through whom are be- 
ing bestowed the blessings of Almighty 
God.” We would not want in any way 
to question the sincere Christian fervor 
of these men, but the fact that for over 
a century such amendments have been 
consistently defeated—most of them not 
even coming to a vote—is an indication 
that America does not want such a state- 
ment in its Constitution. The tragedy 
is that our forefathers refused even to 
place the name of God in our Constitu- 
tion. Secondly, millions of people across 
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statement, that Jesus Christ is Saviour. 


Finally, the New Testament throws 
some light upon this.. A fact seldom 
referred to in contemporary literature 
is that our Lord Himself on three occa- 
sions identified the prince of this world 
for this era and dispensation--Satan him- 
self. Christ is the head of His Church and 
rules in the hearts of those who love 
Him, but He is not acknowledged as, 
and does not claim to be, the ruler of 
any one nation today. 


An acknowledgment that neo-ortho- 
doxy does not satisfy has recently ap- 
peared over the signature of one who 
has through the years aligned himself 
with this movement, Prof. E. G. Hom- 
righausen of Princeton Seminary. This 
statement is contained in an article in 
the liberal Christian Century, “Billy 
Graham and the Protestant Predica- 
ment” (July 18, 1956). While Dr. Hom- 
righausen acknowledges that “many of 
us have been profoundly influenced by 
the neo-orthodox movement in theol- 
ogy, and to it I owe my concern for 
evangelism,” he adds, “But through my 
own pastoral experiences I have come 
to see that neo-orthodoxy—with all its 
emphasis on realism in theology, on the 
kerygma of the Bible, on the sinfulness 
of personal and corporate life, on the 
radical nature of the new life, and so forth 
—is hesitant and weak in calling persons 
to a positive faith. (Where are the new 
orthodox evangelists?) I have, frankly, 
been disappointed in its inability to lead 
the way in the revival or rebirth or res- 
toration of a relevant Protestantism ih 
the local church. And if men like Gra- 
ham have arisen and are being heard by 
the thousands, it may be that what he is 
and says in sincerity ought to be said 
in a better way by the neo-orthodox 
with all their accumulation of intelli- 
gence about the Bible and history and 
personality in our times.” 


Communism’s Amazing Increase.—Be- 
ing constantly bombarded with statistics, 
we are today in danger of setting up a 
barrier in our minds against series of 
figures, thus rendering ourselves . in- 
capable of being shocked or stirred to 
action by them. The idea of a billion 
dollars brings less astonishment to the 
average American citizen today than did 
a million dollars at the beginning of 
our century. However, Christians ought 
to allow the true meaning of the fol- 
lowing statistics to sink decply into 
their minds, to lead them to prayer, and 
to prepare them for greater advances of 
the kingdom of darkness, in the realiza- 
tion that we are indeed being confronted 
with what Brunner has called “world 
atheism.” ' 


Several months ago the New York 
Times printed two maps depicting the 
expansion of the Soviet sphere since 
the beginning of World War II. In 1939, 
Communism dominated the people living 


our land do not believe what is in this 
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in an area of 8,000,000 square miles— 
about 170,000,000 souls. In 1955, the 
communistic system of thought and gov- 
ernment controlled 15,000,000 square miles 
in Europe and Asia—approximately 955,- 
000,000 people. What will be the con- 
sequence of 950,000.000 people being 
taught that there is no God, that Jesus 
Christ never lived, and that religion is 
the opiate of a people. This figure repre- 
sents more people than the total number 
embraced by the Roman Catholic, East- 
ern Orthodox, and Protestant faiths— 
787,000,000 people, many of. whom, of 
course, are not born-again Christians. 
These 955,000,000 people represent more 
than %one-third of the entire population 
ot the world, or more than the total 
population of Africa, North and South 
America, and Europe, with the excep- 
tion of the Soviet Union. 

The Hon. Lawrence H. Smith, member 
of the House of Representatives from 
Wisconsin, receritly presented these fig- 
ures in an article in the Congressional 
Record, and called attention to the fact 
that while in 1939 the ratio of popula- 
tion in the free world to the communist 
world was fourteen to one, in 1956 this 
was only two to one! 


Research in the history of the Bible 
and its influence is the main object of 
an institution that has come to my at- 
tention only during the last few weeks, 
Deutsehes' Bibel-Archiv Hamburg, lo- 
cated in Hamburg. This institution was 
founded in 1931 by Dr. Vollmer, and 
since his death is being carried on by 
his widow. In the earlier days a series 
was published on “The Bible and Ger- 
man Culture,” while a new series is 
now appearing with the general subject, 
“Materials for Bible History and Re- 
ligious Sociology of the Middle Ages.” 
One can become a member of this in- 
stitution for the small sum of ten Ger- 
man marks which includes a year’s sub- 
scription to their periodical publication. 
The president of the Society at the pres- 
ent time is the director of the. German 
Seminary of the University of Hamburg. 
I have for a long time wished ,that such 
an institution could be established in 
Great Britain and in our own country. 


A shortage of ministers seems to be 
prevalent in most of the major Chris- 
tian groups of England and our own 
country, to take the places of ministers 
who die or are retired, and to fill the 
pulpits of newly organized churches. 
Protestantism in America needs ten 
thousand new clergymen every year, but 
our seminaries are graduating only 
about six thousand five hundred. 

The Southern Baptist Convention, ex- 
periencing a remarkable growth at this 
time, reports that at any given time 
two thousand five hundred of its local 
churches are without pastors, and nine 
thousand have only part-time pastors. 
The United Lutheran Church says that 
its shortage of ministers is mounting at 
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the rate of one hundred a year. Even 
the Roman Catholic Church is warning 
its members that it does not have enough 
priests to meet its needs. 

Recently, at a meeting in Westminster, 
London, it was reported at the Con- 
nexional Local Preachers’ Committee 
that the decrease of. three hundred and 
twenty-nine preachers during that year 
on their roll was the most serious they 
had known. This organization is differ- 
ent from anything America has devel- 
oped and we would do well indeed to 
look into the work and results of this 
remarkable group of men, 


The Moody Bible Institute has had an 
enviable record through the years for 
the large number of graduates who have 
entered missionary service. In the 
seven-year period from 1946 to 1952, for 
which the most reliable data is now 
available, Moody Institute graduated 
1,739 men and women, and added to its 
foreign missions roster 896 names—over 
fifty-one per cent. A recent announce- 
ment says: “For eyery two students 
who graduate from these sacred halls, 
one Moody student becomes a foreign 
missionary. Our school increases the 
foreign mission population of the world 
by 128 each year, and no records have 
been kept of the number of home mis- 
sionaries, pastors, teachers, and other 
Christian workers whose training has 
been our privilege and responsibility.” 


Clothing and Regeneration.—In the 
account of the first revival in the Bible, 
which opens the thirty-fifth chapter of 
Genesis, we are told that when Jacob 
desired to keep his vows to God and 
to return to Bethel, he said to his house- 
hold, “Put away the foreign’ gods that 
are among you, and purify yourselves, 
and change your garments.” The signifi- 
cance of garments in man’s inner religious 
experience under the Old Testament dis- 
pensation is noted continually in the 
Scriptures, eg., Exodus 28 and 29; Ezek- 
iel 42:14; 44:17, 19; Zechariah 3:4, 5, etc. 

A remarkable illustration of the rela- 
tionship of clothing to the experience 
of regeneration has come from Mr. 
Dwight Malsbary, missionary in Korea 
under the Independent Board for Pres- 
byterian Foreign Missions: “Some 
months ago, an evangelist named Nam 
came to our home accompanied by a 
Buddhist monk. ‘I met this man on the 
street, and spoke to him about Jesus, 
but thinking you could tell him more, 
I brought him to hear your words,’ Were 
Nam’s introductory remarks. I asked 
them both to sit down, and from the 
Book of Isaiah I told how the living 
and true God spoke through prophets; 
how that in this Book of Isaiah every- 
thing is ‘everlasting’—everlasting King- 
dom, Throne, Covenant, Name, Joy; that 
the God who gave us this Book, being 
eternal, gave to us through His prophets 
eternal words, and that this Book spoke 

-also of an everlasting salvation. This 











708 (8) 


Book says, ‘Hear, and your soul shall 
live.’ 

“I told him how God finally spoke 

‘ through His Son whose words were 
spirit and life, and how He died for the 
sinner, and so procured for us a life 
without sin and death, so that anyone 
who would accept this life as a gift 
from God would receive eternal salva- 
tion. Again and again I said, ‘Hear, and 
your soul shall live.’ He listened most 
intently, becoming more and more ex- 
cited as I read various verses and ex- 
plained them to him. ‘I believe, and I 
have that life now! Something has 
happened to my heart!’ he suddenly said. 
Then he looked at his rosary. ‘TI no 
longer need that, nor do I want it.’ He 
took it off, and laid it on the table. ‘I 
do not need this bell any longer,’ he said 
as he pushed it toward me. Then he 
pulled out his certificate that gave his 
credentials as a monk in good standing 
at a monastery some distance from here. 
‘These are no good any more. I do not 
need these,’ he said and laid the certifi- 
cate on the table.* ‘Why, these clothes 
I am wearing—they ‘show that I still be- 
long to that old religion. I must wear 
something else.’ 

“T had been so interested in his words 
and actions that I had forgotten to say 
anything, but to these words I replied, 
‘I have some old clothes here that some 
friends in the United States sent me. 
Let us see whether there is not some- 
thing among them that might fit you.’ 
My wife looked through some of the 
relief clothing that had been sent to us 
and brought out a suit. The moment 
she left the room, he promptly disrobed 
himself and dressed up in these other 
new garments. It made no difference 
to him that it was in our front room 


—he wanted to get rid of the garments, 


that identified him with a heathen re- 
ligion. He could not wait. 

“Nam told me a couple of weeks later 
that this converted monk loved to read 
the Bible I had given him, and that he 
went back into the country and gave ex- 
cellent testimony to his Buddhist friends. 
He later entered a Christian home for 
old people, and the last I heard of him, 
he was going on in his Christian faith. 
To us it is pitiful that the Christian 
message reached him so late that he 
could bear so little fruit during his 
lifetime.” 


Modern Beersheba.—Beersheba, a town 
in Southern. Judah, prominent in the 
lives of the patriarchs (Gen. 21: 22-33; 
26:32, 33; 28:10; 46:1-5) and continuing 
to be a city of significance down through 
the kingdom age, has always been, be- 
cause of its seven wells, a place of some 
importance, though not heavily popu- 
lated. During the Middle Ages, the ac- 
tual site of Beersheba was not known, 
and as late as 1924, the population was 
only 2,300. Today there are 21,000 per- 
sons living in this ancient town, around 
which has developed a‘ teeming agricul- 
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tural life. While in 1948, there were but 
400 agriculturists settled in the Negev, 
today 15,000 are working this land. A 
most intriguing Biblical museum has 
been erected here, and through this 
city passes a new railroad over which 
it is expected 100,000 tons of phosphate 
will be carried annually to Haifa. 


The British and Foreign Bible Society. 
—No evangelical Christian organization 
in the Western world issues such inter- 
esting annual reports as the British and 
Foreign Bible Society of London. The 
1955 Report, “Horses and Chariots,” 
edited by John Eric Fenn, is no excep- 
tion. What an enormous amount of labor 
is represented by the simple statement 
that the Translations Department was 
involved in translation and _ revision 
projects in 224 languages during 1955: 
pioneer work is going on in 47 new lan- 
guages; New Testaments are near com- 
pletion for the first time in 36 languages, 
and Bibles are nearing completion for 
the first time in 47 languages; New Tes- 
taments in 37 languages and Bibles in 
26 languages are now under revision. 
Last year the Society in London pro- 
duced 1,297,078 Bibles, 646,397 New Tes- 
taments, and 1,021,217 Scripture portions. 

In some countries in Europe, Bible 
distribution has ceased. Since the dis- 
solution of the Czechoslovak Bible So- 
ciety in 1954, no information has been 
available on such endeavor in that coun- 
try; the work in Bulgaria closed in 1944, 
and that in Rumania in 1948. The total 
population of these three countries is 
about 36,000,000. 

To me, the most amazing single sta- 
tistical report here concerns Poland. 
The superintendent of the work there 
reports the distribution of 18,817 Bibles, 
11,644 New Testaments, and 152,949 
Scripture portions—a total of 183,410 
books, the largest number for one year 
in the history of the Bible Society there. 
These figures take ‘on added significance 
when one recalls that this is a predomi- 
nantly Catholic country, the Protestants 
being a small minority, and that the 
government is Communist. 

These reports are always illuminated 
with interesting episodes from the lives 
of the colporteurs. One of the outstand- 
ing stories in this issue is contained in 
the pages devoted to the circulation.of 
the Scriptures in France: 

“A man, working in the south of France, 
knocked at a door which remained shut; 
but an elderly lady looked out of a 
nearby window. ‘Who are you?’ she 
asked. ‘A Bible colporteur,’ he answered. 
‘Do you sell cookery books?’ ‘It is true,’ 
he answered, ‘that I sell a book about 
food, but it concerns spiritual food.’ So 
the conversation continued. The woman 
had received a good education in a con- 
vent, had learned how to sew and mend, 
how to act rightly, etc., and thought she 
needed nothing more. ‘What about God?’ 
he asked.. ‘I go to Mass,’ she replied. 
‘Do you know Jesus?’ ‘He’s Mary’s son, 
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and, poor thing, she suffered so much 
when He died.’ ‘Madam,’ replied the 
colporteur, ‘you have learned beautiful 
things, but the important thing is that 
Jesus came to save us.’ ‘Sir,’ she said, 
‘you speak like a priest.’ Finally she 
said, ‘Give me a Bible; I am seventy 
years old, but it must not be said that 
a woman of my age does not know what 
God has to say to her.’” 


Thought-Provoking Statistics.—A recent 
missionary publication sets forth some 
thought-provoking statistics. (I do not re- 
cal] the name of the periodical, but these 
figures are no doubt common property 
and I will not be criticized for failing 
to give their source.) These percentages 
need no comment. 

9% of the world’s population is English- 
speaking. But this 9% already has: 
of all the Christians in the world, 
of all full-time Christian workers 
in the world; and gets _ 
of every dollar given to the Lord’s 
work. This means that 

of the world’s population has only 
of the world’s Christians, and only 
of all the full-time Christian work- 
ers. And for this work among 91% 
of the people in the world, the 
church gives only 

of every dollar given to the Lord’s 
work. 


Army Chaplains.—Those of us who 
have known only a “civilian” life, and 
have had few contacts with our armed 
services, are inclined to overlook the 
great work that is being done by the 
chaplains of the United States Army, 
Navy, and Air Corps. The Army Chap- 
laincy began on July 29, 1775, when the 
Continental Congress conferred official 
status upon chaplains serving with the 
Army by passing a resolution fixing the 
pay at twenty dollars a month, or the 
same as that received by officers with 
the rank of captain. From that day to 
the summer of 1956, 279 chaplains are 
known to have died in the line of duty 
during times of war. Though our nation 
is not at war today, approximately 1,200 
chaplains are on active duty, minister- 
ing to the spiritual needs of the Army’s 
men and women, and their dependents. 


The Value of the Dead Sea Scrolls.— 
Dr, Nelson Glueck, president of the He- 
brew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion, and the leading authority on 
Transjordania in the world today, has 
just issued one of the most interesting 
announcements that has come to my 
attention for some time. He reports 
that an international scholarly sympo- 
sium will be held in New York in Sep- 
tember, 1957, devoted entirely to an as- 
sessment of the value of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. “Panel discussions of the scrolls 
will be held in archaeology, linguistics, 
Biblical textual criticism, Rabbinic an- 
alysis, paleography, phylacteries, and 
the ‘Teacher of Righteousness.’” This is 
the kind of conference I would like to 
attend. 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 23. THE KINGDOM TRIUMPHANT 
Matthew 6:4-13; Revelation 7:9-17; 11:15-19a; printed text, Revelation 7:9-17 
Golden Text.—The kingdoms of this world are become the k'ngdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Rev. 7:9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 
10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 


for ever and ever.—Rev. 11:15 


of the Lamb. 


11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and 


about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the 
throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 

12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto 


our God for ever and ever. Amen, 


13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What 
are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence 


came they? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


Approach to the Lesson : 
"Teo Futurist view of Revelation, 
commonly (though not exclusively) 
held in evangelical circles, is well 
represented by Dr. W. Graham Scroggie, 
who suggests a threefold division of the 
Book: The Manifestation of Grace (Rev. 
1:1 to 3:22), the Manifestation of Gov- 
ernment (4:1 to 19:10), and the Mani- 
festation of Glory (19:11 to 22:21). 

The first of these divisions covers the 
chapters dealing with the seven 
churches, which are taken to represent 
the entire church period, ending with 
the Rapture, or our Lord’s coming for 
His people. 

The second and largest division is 
then seen as dealing with that brief 
period in the world’s history (generally 
regarded as seven years in duration) 
between the Rapture and the Lord’s ap- 
pearing in glory. This period is called 
the Great Tribulation, although many 
apply that designation only to the sec- 
ond half of the period. It is during this 
time that Antichrist appears and runs 
his brief but terrible course. 

The third division describes the glories 
which follow the return of the Lord and 
the establishment of the Kingdom. Some 
believe that it is also a description of 
the eternal state. 

According to this view of Revelation 
our lesson portion falls jn the second 
section, so that the saints described are 
the saints of the Great Tribulation. They 
are not of the company taken to be 
with the Lord at the Rapture, but are 
converted in the days-.of intense pressure 
under the Antichrist, and so endure 
great suffering for Christ. They are, 

(therefore, a special group. 


14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to 
me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 


15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve 
him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of 


waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


b 4 b 4 < < 
While this dispensational view has 
much to commend it, the description of 
the saints in this passage is too broad 
to be confined to one group. In this 
case, the special group represents the 
larger company of the redeemed, and 
there is no phrase used in al] this pas- 
sage which cannot be applied with equal 
truth to the saints of all time. The 
blood of the Lamb is the only ground 
of their redemption, and tribulation has 
been the lot of the people of God 
through all the ages. I expect to sing 
the song of Revelation 7:10, and to en- 
joy the privileges of verses 15-17, solely 
on the ground of the blood of the Lamb. 


Verse by Verse 

Rev. 7:9.—“After this I beheld. . 
great multitude ..,of all nations... 
before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands.” “After this” refers to the 
vision of the sealing of the elect (vs. 
3-8). Concerning this multitude, note 
that it is beyond human calculation, and 
it is fully representative. The white robes 
speak of righteousness and the palms of 
victory. 
“Verse 10.—“. . . Salvation to our God 

. and unto the Lamb.” Salvation is 


* ascribed to God and the Lamb, not to 


human effort or merit. The title, “the 
Lamb,” immediately links Christ with 
His great sacrifice. 

Verse 11—‘“And all the angels .. . fell 
before the thr . and worshipped 
God.” The angels are quick to wor- 


ship. They have always desired to look © 


into the great salvation provided for 
men (1 Pet. 1:12). Now, in the presence 
of the redeemed, they worship God. For 
the elders and the four “living crea- 
tures” (not “beasts” in our sense’of the 
word!) see 4:4, 6-11. 


Verse 12.—“, . . Blessing o« « Gn 
might, be unto our God for ever and 
ever...” Here is the doxology of the 


angels, with its sevenfold ascription, 

Verse 13.—“. . . What are these... 
and whence came they?” Notice the 
elder’s double question to John—what? 
whence? He was asking a question, not 
to receive information, but in order to 
give it. 


Verse 14—“. . . These . . . came out 
of great tribulation ... washed their 
robes ... in the blood of the Lamb.” 


The Greek translated “Sir,” in the 
K.J.V., is literally “my lord,” the word 
being used in a lower than divine sense. 
The question “whence” is answered first 
—out of the great tribulation. For 
“came” read “are coming.” The “what” 
is answered next—the redeemed. There 
is no doubt in Heaven about the place 
of “the blood of the Lamb” in redemp- 
tion. 

Verse 15.—“Therefore ... they... 
serve him... in his temple...” “There- 
fore” refers back to the cleansing by the 
blood of the Lamb, which gives the 
redeemed their place of privilege—‘“be- 
fore the throne,” accepted in God's pres- 
ence. The service here referred to is 
priestly service, the service of worship 
(see 22:3). Seg also the divine fellow- 
ship granted them—not spasmodic, or 
occasional, but constant. ° 


Verse 16.—“They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst .. . nor any heat.” 
Compare Isaiah 49:10 and Revelation 
16:8. Neither the common ills of this 
life nor the special judgments of God 
can touch the redeemed. / 

Verse 17.—“For the Lamb .. . Shall 
feed them... . and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes.” See-the ex- 
altation of the Man of Calvary—the 
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Lamb in the midst of the throne. What 
a significant phrase—“the Lamb shall 
shepherd them.” Psalm 23:1 is here 
fulfilled to the uttermost. Here is an 
end of all tears, a wonderful prospect 
for those subjected ta great tribulation. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In this passage, so frequently read at 
the funerals of Christians, we have a 
glimpse of the saints on earth, and a 
view of them in Heaven. 

Two things are said about their time 
on the earth. The basic thing is that 
they “washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb” 
(v. 14). Without that, none can ever 
be a saint, none can ever reach Heaven. 
The time to do this is while we are on 
earth. Death makes it forever too late. 
Moreover, there is no other. way of mak- 
ing our robes white. The blood of 
Christ is the only eraser of sin. It is 
God’s gracious provision for sinners. 

Christ did not promise His followers 
an easy road in this world. He said 
quite frankly, “ the world ye shall 
have tribulation’? (John 16:33). The 
tribulation has been more severe for 
Some, but all God’s people have shared 
it, and generally in proportion to their 
faithfulness. So far as the Church is 
concerned, this whole age could be 
called the “great tribulation.” We have 
no doubt about the intensifying of this 
tribulation in the last days, and espe- 
cially in the days of Antichrist. But it 
is the portion of all the saints. 

Now look at the saints in Heaven. 
They are seen before the Throne as jus- 
tified men and women (“clothed with 
white robes”) and rejoicing in Victory 
(“palms in their hands’’), They are fully 
comforted, for God has wiped away their 
tears, and no more can affliction smite 
them. There is no lack, nor are they 
exposed to danger, for the Lamb is their 
Shepherd, to feed and guide them. They 
are enjoying the fellowship ,ef God to 
the full, for He spreads His tabernacle 
over them, so that they can nevér be 
away from His presence. They are en- 
gaged in holy service, the service of the 
sanctuary, priestly service, the service 
of worship—and the theme of their wor- 
ship is, “Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb.” All Heaven is interested in 
them, while the angels raise their an- 
tiphonal anthem with the saints in praise 
of God. But the redeeraed have a note 
which the angels cannot sing. 

Holy, holy, is what the angels sing, 

And I expect to help them make the 

courts of Heaven ring; 

But when I sing redemption’s story, they 

will fold their wings, 

For angels never felt the joys that our 

salvation brings. 
—Johnson Oatman, Jr. 
Topics for Development 
The Lamb. In the few verses which 


constitute our lesson portion the | Lord 
Jesus is referred to four times under the 





THE SUNDAY ‘SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 


12. September 16.—Christ Among the 
Churches. Matthew 18:20; John 


21:1-14; Revelation 1 to 3 
Next Week’s Lesson 
14. September 30.—The Great Invitation. 
Mark 10:13-16;' Revelation 3:20; 
21:1 to 22:21 








title, the Lamb. These are four out of 
twenfy-seven times that He is so refer- 
red ‘to in the Book of Revelation. This 
is not without significance. It teaches 
us that in the glory of Heaven our Lord’s 
Sacrifice is held in perpetual remem- 
brance, and the title, “the Lamb,” cer- 
tainly points to the cross. Isaiah had 
Said prophetically concerning Him, “He 
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter” 
(53:7), while John the Baptist, with pro- 
phetic insight, pointed Him out as “the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
Sin of the world” (John 1:29). All the 
lambs that were brought to the 
slaughter in the Levitical system of of- 
ferings pointed forward to this Lamb 
whose blood alone could effect the 
cleansing of our sin. If we want to be 
quite at home in Heaven we had better 
learn to make much of the Lamb and 
the blood of the Lamb. The song of 
the redeemed in Glory celebrates the 
Lamb and His sacrifice. How tragic 
that men should play down the sacrifice 
and the blood of Christ on earth when 
that is the theme of Heaven's jubilation! 

White Robes. In our lesson portion the 
saints are seen clothed in white robes, 
and the explanation of this is given in 
the fact that “these are they which 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT general outline of Revelation 
does Dr. Scroggie suggest? 

2. What is the Futurist view of the 
“great tribulation” mentioned in our 
lesson? 

3. What other view of the “great tribu- 
lation” is held by many Christians? 

4. By what title is Christ frequently 
referred to in Revelation, and what is 
the significance of that title? 

5. How did the multitude in our les- 
son come by their white robes? 

6. What further meaning is given to 
white robes in Revelation? 

7. What. is the significance of the 
palms? Where do they have a similar 
significance in the Gospels? 

8. How does the worship of the ré- 
deemed differ from that of the angels? 

9. What kind of service do the re- 
deemed render in the temple of God? 

10. What strange picture is presented 
in the last verse of our lesson? 

( Answers on page 716) 
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.. . have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb” 
(7:14). These are the white robes of 
justification. They represent: the gift of 
righteousness. Apart from the right- 
eousness which comes to us through the 
blood of Christ we could have no en- 
trance into Heaven, no acceptance with 
God, but in Revelation 19:8 we read 
concerning “the wife of the Lamb 
(namely, the Church), “And to her was 
granted that she should be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints.” Now 
the word translated righteousness in our 
King James Version is a plural word and 
signifies righteous deeds. Here then we 
are told that the Church is arrayed in 
the righteous deeds of the saints. There 
is no contradiction. This second portion 
is not teaching us salvation by works, 
but it is teaching us that those who 
receive the white robe of justification go 
on to good works, which are not forgot- 
ten of God, but become part of the 
adornment of the Church in Glory. 
These works are wrought by the” en- 
ergies of the Holy Spirit in the people 
of God, ‘and, as part of the bridal attire, 
are for His everlasting glory. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Heavenly worship (Rev. 7:9-12) 
(1) by the redeemed 
(2) by the angels 

2s Heavenly blessedness (vs. 13-17) 
(1) secured 
(2) enjoyed 


Practical Applications 

Are you having a share in gathering 
the redeemed from “all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues”? 

Do you honor the Lamb as He is hon- 
ored in Heaven? 

If worship is our occupation in Heaven, 
we should be practicing now. 

There can be no white robes without 
the blood of the Lamb. Don’t try any 
new methods. ; 

Tribulation and tears are temporary, 
but the joys of Heaven are forever. Look 
up and on! 

The Lamb is my Shepherd! 


Golden Text 

Rev. 11:15.—“The kingdoms . . . of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.” The kingdoms 
of this world keep changing hands, but 
once the Christ of God seizes the reins, 
government shall be stabilized and per- 
petuated in His almighty hands. That 
is the world’s sure hope. “Even s0, 
come, Lord Jésus” (Rev. 22:20). 


ELMuuRsT, ILL, 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 


















Lesson for September 23 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTtep HYMNS 
“Crown Him With Many Crowns” 
“Hark! Hark, My Soul!” 

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, who hast promised the 
uttermost parts of the earth to Thy Son 
for His inheritance, we thank Thee for 
the spread of Christianity from small 
beginnings to many lands and peoples. 
Now we pray for the complete fulfill- 
ment of Thy purpose of exalting the 


Saviour in all the world, for Thy King- ' 


dom to come and Thy will to be done 
on earth as in Heaven. Give fidelity, 
courage, and good cheer to Thy servants 
who stand for Thee amid difficulty and 
trials, and keep them mindful that the 
final victory must be Christ’s. Prosper 
Thy Word here and elsewhere today. 
Direct our way in continual obedience 
to Thee. Be very gracious to sorrowing, 
burdened, and suffering ones, delivering 
them in Thy time and using their trials 
to draw unbelievers to Thyself and to 
deepen Thy work in believers. Forgive 
us Our sins, make us clean in heart and 
life, and lead us into those good works 
that lie in Thy plan for each of us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Lord taught 
His disciples to pray, “Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as 
it isin heaven,” and: Christians have 
made that their prayer ever since. To- 
day’s Golden Text points us to the time 
when this prayer shall be completely 
answered, the time when the “kingdoms 
of this world . . . become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ,” with 
the Lord Jesus reigning forever and for- 
ever. For the earnest Christian it-is a 
thrilling thing to look forward by faith 
to that glorious time. Handel felt the 
thrill of it and caught up the words 
of this text in his great “Hallelujah 
Chorus.” At one point the basses start 
off the words, “And He shall reign for 
ever and ever.” Then the tenors pick 
it up, followed by the altos with the 
sopranos coming in last with the high- 
est and sweetest notes of all. Then, all 
four parts unite in a rich burst of tri- 
umphant melody, pouring forth the glo- 
rious words, “And He shall reign for 
ever and ever, King of kings and Lord 
of lords.” To the Christian listener it 
is a soul-stirring experience to hear the 
“Hallelujah Chorus.” It transports him 
in spirit to the glory and gladness of the 
day when his blessed Lord is owned and 
served in all the earth.’ It helps him 
to realize how wonderfully worth while 
it is now and will be then to be a faith- 
ful servant of Christ. It means we are 
on the winning side. It means that if 
we are true to Him through the diffi- 
Culties, disappointments, and testings of 
the present, we shail share in His vic- 
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tory then, and hear His “Well done, thou 


good and faithful servant.” 


Now, the spirit conflict-riven, 
Wounded heart, unequal strife; 
Afterward, the triumph given, 
And the victor's crown of life. 
—Frances R. Havergal. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


. @ great multitude, which no man 
could number . ...” (Rev. 7:9).—Praise 
God for this, as well as all other multi- 
tudes of redeemed people mentioned in 
the Word of God! 

King Solomon said, “In the multitude 
of people is the king’s honour [or 
glory]” (Prov. 14:28). This multitude 
will certainly be to the glory of the 
King of kings when He establishes His 
Kingdom. 

The poem Archibald Rutherford wrote 


“ 
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of the heavenly multitude can also be 
applied to this ¢arthly multitude: 

The countless multitude on high 

That tune their songs to Jesus’ name, 

All merit of their own deny, 

And Jesus’ worth alone proclaim, 
Firm on the ground of sovereign’ grace, 
They stand before Jehovah's throne; 

The only song in that blest place 

Is, “Thou art worthy! Thou alone!” 

Blessed are all who can, with the 
spirit and with the understanding, sing 
with John Kent: 

We'll join the song! for we can tell 

How sovereign grace dissolved the spell 

That kept us bound in chains; 
And from that dear and happy day, 
-How oft we've been constrained to say 
That grace triumphant reigns! 

“Salvation to our God ... and unto 
the Lamb” (Rev. 7:10).—I prefer the 
Weymouth rendering of this verse: “It 
is to our God who is seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, that we owe 
our salvation!” 

Revelation 6 contluded with the ques- 
tion: “Who shall be able to stand?” 
Our lesson answers the question. This 
numberless throng “stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their 


No Other Ruler Can Do ltl! 
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hands” (v. 9). They stand before the 
throne as approved and victorious, and 
also to ascribe all the glory of their sal- 
vation to God and to the Lamb. 

We are definitely told that the un- 
godly (Psa. 1:5) and the foolish will not 
stand in His sight (Psa. 5:5). Only those 
who are saved, and who gladly admit 
they owe their salvation to God and to 
the Lamb, will stand acceptably before 
Him! 

Speaking of salvation by grace, Mr. 
Moody has said: “It is well that man 
cannot save himself; for if a man could 
only work his own way to Heaven, you 
would never hear the last of it. Why, if 
a man happens to get a little ahead of 
his fellows and scrapes a few thousand 
dollars together, you’ll hear him boast 
of being a self-made man. I’ve heard 


so much of this sort of talk that I am’ 


sick and tired of the whole business. 
And I am glad that through all éternity 
we will never hear anyone bragging of 
how he worked his way to glory.” 

“And all the angels ... fell... and 
worshipped God” (Rev. 7:11).—Since we 
know “there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth” (Luke 15:10); we are not sur- 
prised to be told that the great multi- 
tude’s note of praise to God and the 
Lamb, provokes the ‘whole’ of the 
heavenly host to worship God. 

As they prostrate themselves before 
the throne, they pour forth their seven- 
fold scription of praise, saying: 
“Amen! The blessing and the glory, 
*he wisdom and the thanksgiving, the 
hcnor, the dominion and the power be 
to our God forever and ever. Amen” 
(Berkeley Version). 

The world boasts of its multimillion 
dollar spectacles; but this scene which 
John describes is beyond al] human im- 
agination. It is to be regretted that all 
who are saved by grace and kept by 
the power of God are not oftener on our 
faces here, in adoration before Him, 

“These are they which came out of 
great tribulation .. .” (Rev. 7:14) .—If 
this multitude had constituted the glori- 
fied Church, John would have had no 
difficulty answering the élder’s ques- 
tions: “What are these which are ar- 
rayed in white robes? and whence came 
they?” for John was a prominent member 
of the true Church. But this was a group 
concerning whom he had to turn the 
elder’s queStions back to him, and say, 
“Sir, thou knowest.” Then John was 
informed that this multitude “came out 
of great tribulation”—or as the critical 
versions render it, “the great tribula- 
tion.” 

Tribulation has been the common lot 
of saints of all ages (John 16:33); but 
the Great Tribulation is a definite period, 
predicted in both Old and New Testa- 
ments, and is still future (Dan. 12:1; 
Matt. 24:21). 

Before the kingdoms of this world be. 
come the Kingdom of our Lord, there 
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shall be an unprecedented time of trou- 
ble (Dan. 2:44, 45). Each person in this 
“great multitude” will believe the Gos- 
pel of the Kingdom, preached no doubt 
by the 144,000 sealed Israelites (Rev. 7: 
1-4). Each one’s faith will be “in the 
blood of the Lamb,” hence they will be 
washed, cleansed, clothed, approved, led, 
and fed by the Lamb and delivered from 
all trials, 
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My .Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson today is about the won- 

derful time that is coming to this 
earth when “the kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). When 
that time comes, all the people on’ the 
earth will be like the godly man de- 
scribed in Psalm 15. Let us say those 
verses together now. 

I once had a Sunday school teacher 
who told us that the world was getting 
better and better all the time, so that 
by and by it would be good enough 
for Christ to return and reign over it. 
I asked my mother about this. She said, 
“Many people believe that, but it isn’t 
what the Bible teaches. Christ is com- 
ing back to reign over the world, but 
He is not going to wait till it grows 
good enough, for it is not getting better 
and better.” I rather think that if that 
Sunday schoo] teacher were here now, 
she would be discouraged with her idea, 
because the world is worse than it was 
when she taught us that. Furthermore, 
there are many Scriptures telling of His 
judging the world and punishing the 
wicked before He reigns. 

All who belieye in Christ’ know that 
He is-coming again because He promised 
to do so. But some do not understand 
that He is coming first into the air to 
cal] all true believers to come up to meet 
Him there. Later, He will return with 
them and reign over. this world. 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 to get 
some of the details of Christ’s coming 
for us. This great event may take place 
at any time, and what joy it will bring 
to every Christian who is seeking daily 
to live for his Lord! If the Lord comes 
in our lifetime, we will never have to 
pass through death. His coming will 
also bring us quick reunion with all our 
loved ones who have died, and at that 
time we shall all be transformed into 
His likeness. Could we ask for any- 
thing more? 

After all the true Christians have 
been taken to Heaven, this world will 
go through the greatest time of suffering 
it has ever known. In the Old Testa- 
ment prophets this time is called, “the 
day of the Lord,” and Jesus spoke of it 
as the Great Tribulation. The Jews will 
suffer most because they rejected and 
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crucified their own. Messiah. Some of 
them will then realize that the Bible is 
true and that these troubles have come 
upon the earth because Christ was re- 
jected and slain here. These devout 
Jews will go all over the earth with the 
message that the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand, and everyone should repent. 
Many of these Jews will be martyred 
but others will escape. Whether they 
are killed or whether they survive that 
terrible time they will all be alive on 
this earth when Christ reigns. Count- 
less numbers of Gentiles, who have not 
yet heard the Gospel, will. believe the 
message of these Jews and will befriend 
them in their sufferings, for which the 
King will reward them when He comes. 

During the Great Tribulation so many 
people will be killed that Jesus said if 
those days were not shortened no one 
would be ieft alive! In the latter part 
of that time noone will be allowed to 
buy or sell without the mark of the 
Beast. This mark will identify those who 
receive it as being on Satan’s side, instead 
of on the Lord’s side. The Jewish rem- 
nant who are true to God during the 
Tribulation will choose starvation or 
martyrdom rather than the mark of the 
Beast. Those who refuse to worship the 
Beast will be put to death unless they 
can escape out of the land. The Bible 
warns them to escape instantly when 
they hear that the image of the Beast 
is set up in the Temple. 

Revelation 7:9-17 tells about the Gen- 
tiles who are saved out of the Tribula- 
tion. As we read it, try to picture this 
beautiful scene. This great company of 
people have suffered hunger and thirst 
and almost every other kind of trouble 
we can think of, but that is past for- 
evermore. Henceforth they will be 
perfectly comfortable and happy in the 
presence of the Lord. 

Now read our Golden Text again in 
Revelation 11:15. You and I will hear 
this majestic proclamation, and we will 
see our blessed Lord set up His King- 
dom! There are many Scriptures that 
tell what a glorious time that will be. 
Then there will be no more wars, or 
crimes, or false religions, or any of the 
other works of Satan that have cursed 
mankind. Everyone will have peace and 
prosperity and all nations will come to 
worship the Lord at Jerusalem. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
w 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the Revelation was 

given to John when he was an ex- 
ile for the Truth’s sake on the Isle of 
Patmos, one of the Dodecanese islands 
in the Aegean Sea, an arm of the Medi- 
terranean. John was exiled there for 
eighteen months, about A.D. 95, and is 
believed to have written this, the last 
Book of the Bible, while there. 
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By divine revelation his theme is 
“Jesus Christ the First and the Last.” 

A threefold division of the Book is 
named in verse 19 of the first chapter, as 
the Holy Spirit directed John to “write 
the things which thou hast seen, and 
the things which are, and the things 
which shall be hereafter.” Chapters 2 and 
3 contain a prophetic outline of the his- 
tory of the church in her responsible 
witness for Christ until His second com- 
ing—this earth being the scene of her 
testimony. Then beginning with chapter 
4 and on through the Book, we have 
the unveiling of Christ, commencing in 
Heaven, and issuing in the movements 
which establish His Kingdom. That 
Kingdom is to be erected upon the ruins 
of all hostile powers; and the millen- 
nial reign of righteousness, with the 
Lord Jesus Christ as King, is seen to 
dominate the whole world. Finally, a 
glimpse is obtained of the new Heaven 
and the new earth, where the Lamb 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





THE K/NGDOr TRIUMPHANT 


J? Hearen 
Fiore of these, ee 














‘a consistent Christian life. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of Calvary will reign with God in a 
world where there is “no more curse.” 

Fellows, we cannot understarid all the 
mysterious figures used to describe the 
glories of Heaven, but we can see enough 
to make us know it is very, very won- 
derful and a place of great contentment 
and great joy. We do not want to miss 
it, we must not miss it, and we do not 
have to miss it, for the Holy Spirit tells 
John (for us) that the ones who will 
have the great privilege of being there 
will be those who “have washed their 
robes .. . in the blood of the Lamb” 
(Rev. 7:14). That simply means those 
who have accepted Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour and by His grace have lived 
“Therefore 
are they before the throne of God, and 
serve him day and night in his temple: 
and he that sitteth on the throne shall 
dwell among them” (v. 15). None of 
the plagues’: and discomforts of this life 
are present in that marvelous place. 
Those who go there will leave €verything 
unpleasant behind. “They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat. For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters: and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes”: (vs. 16, 17). 

“Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city” (22:14). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
King of All the Earth 
(Matt. 6:9-13; Rev. 7:12—omit word “saying”) 
LWAYS there! During the first 
World War, King Albert of Belgium 
Stayed with his troops on the battle 
front. Lonely guards on duty sometimes 
turned to find their beloved king stand- 
ing in the shadows behind them. Al- 
ways, always, our King is watching and 
helping! Can you give His own prom- 
ise? “I am with you alway” (Matt. 28: 
20). Tell the story of John’s finding Him 
present to help on earth. Tell the story 
of John’s seeing Him in glory, helping 
and encouraging His people, knowing all 
their troubles and sins. 

While the Lord Jesus was here on 
earth. He gave His friends a prayer for 
the help they would need. But there 
is also a prayer about the King. Find 
Matthew 6:9-13. What do you think 
the prayer about the Kingdom means? 
That the Lord came to be King in peo- 
ple’s hearts, and Christians should be 
as obedient to Him as the angels in 
Heaven? Or that the Lord Jesus should 
come to be King on this earth with His 
throne in Jerusalem and everybody 
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“We Would See Jesus” 


Pictured above is Rev. Spiros Zodhi- 
ates, General Secretary of the Ameri- 
¢an Mission to Greeks, preaching to 
1,200 Greek soldiers, of whom this is 
only a small section. When they were 
invited to step forward to receive New 
Testaments their response was most 
But our hearts broke 
when some recruits asked for an ad- 
ditional Testament to send home and 
we did not have any to give them. 


Is it really worth while giving out 
These men came from 
hundreds of villages and these New 
Testaments may be the only witness 
that will ever enter some of their home 
This is evangelism of the 
most effective kind, because the Lord 
assures us that His Word shall never 


We have had the privilege of distrib- 
uting over a quarter of a million Bibles 
and New Testaments, some purchased 
by us and others donated by the Mil- 
lion Testaments Campaigns. Because 
the need far outstrips the supply, we 
have just set up the first and only 
Protestant printing establishment in 
the history of Greece to print Gospel 
literature and Scriptures at a fraction 
of the previous cost. Your dollar now 
will go much farther in reaching pre- 
cious souls with the Word of. God, 
maybe as many as seven families. 
Pray much that the Greeks may see 
Jesus through His Word while the 
door is open. Send your gifts for this 
effort to: American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., Dept. S, P. O. Box 423, New York 
If you wish to receive the 
soul-stirring diary of Mr. Zodhiates 
missionary journey just completed, 
write and ask for one. It will give you 
a new understanding of Greece, and 
of its tiny, but heroic Protestant 
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obey Him like the angels? Both, I 
think. 

What becomes of those who have made 
the Lord King in their hearts and suf- 
fered for Him on this earth? Frances’ 
letter from John tells about that. Tom’s 
letter tells of the joy in Heaven when 
the Lord becomes King on earth. 

Dear Frances: After that I looked, 
and what a great crowd! No one could 
count them. They were from every 
country, of all tribes, nations, and lan- 
guages. They were standing before the 
Throne and before the Lamb, wearing 
white clothes, and with palm branches 
in their hands. They were shouting in 
a loud voice, “Our God, who sits on 
the throne, and the Lamb have salvation 
for us!” All the angels stood around the 
throne, around the leaders and the four 
living things. They fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God. 
They said: “Amen! Our God has praise, 


glory, wisdom, thanks, honor, power, 
and strength for ever and ever! Amen!” 
(Rev. 7:9-12.) 

JOHN. 


Dear Tom: The seventh angel blew 
his trumpet. Loud voices were heard in 
Heaven saying: “The rule over the 
world now belongs to our Lord and His 
Christ! He will be King for ever and 
ever!” The twenty-four leaders, who 
were sitting on their thrones before God, 
fell on their faces and worshiped God. 
They said, “O Lord, the God who is 
ruler of all, who always is and al- 
ways was, we thank You that You have 
taken Your great power and become 
King” (Rev. 11:15-17). 

JOHN. 

' All of you boys and girls like to think 
of God as your Father in Heaven, caring 
for you, hearing your prayers, giving 
you things, helping you in your troubles. 
But is He King in your life? Do you 
mind Him, “quick like an angel’? (Print 
the words ME and GOD in large capi- 
tal letters. Over each draw an oval and 
make a serrated line on the oval to 
imitate a crown.) Every time you de- 
cide to do something, you are taking 
orders from one king or tbe other. 
Sometimes the Devil may even steal 
‘your crown! Which way will you say in 
your heart this week: “I pledge alle- 
giance to me,” or, “I pledge allegiance 
to the Lord Jesus Christ”? Do you know 
where King Jesus is going to let you 
sit if you obey Him to the end? (Rev. 
3:21.) 

“Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come” (Matt. 6:9, 10, Memory Verse). 


Orono, MAINE, 
’ ve 


The old, the sick, the dying are never 
known to repent of fighting Christ’s bat- 
tles against sin, the world, and the Devil. 
Their only regret is that they did not 
begin to serve Christ long before.—J. C. 
Ryle. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
His Throne Must Be Established.— 

The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 
ever (Rev. 11:15, Golden Text). If Sir 
Christopher Wren had built St. Paul’s 
without its dome, we should have said 
that is was not finished, that the crown 
of it was wanting. And if the Lord 
Jesus does not come again there will 
be a great want in the ways of God. 
To come in humiliation and not to re- 
turn in power, to suffer and die for sin 
and not come again in glory to establish 
righteousness in the world where wick- 
edness has so long held sway; to bear 
the cross and not wear the crown, would 
be to leave unfinished God’s great 
scheme of blessing for men and glory 
for His Son. The crown of His purpose 
would be lacking and,the universe could 
say that God was not wise, or He had 
not power to make His wisdom effectual. 
Yes, the once-suffering Saviour must 
come again in glory; where He was dis- 
honored He must be exalted; He loved 
righteousness and hated iniquity, there- 
fore His throne must be established for- 
ever. He must come again.—From 
J. T. M., in Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


What Would You Do?—And fell be- 
fore the throne on their faces, and wor- 
shipped God (Rev. 7:11). Years ago a 
number of prominent literary men were 
assembled in a clubroom in London. The 
conversation veered to a discussion of 
some of the illustrious figures of the 
past, and one of the company suddenly 
asked, “Gentlemen, what would we do 
if Milton were to enter this room?” 
“Ah,” replied one of the circle, “we 
would give him such an ovation as might 
compensate for the tardy recognition ac- 
corded him by the men of his own day.” 
“And if Shakespeare entered?” asked 
another. “We would arise and crown 
him master of song,” was the answer. 
“And if Jesus Christ were to enter?” 
asked another. “I think,” said Charles 
Lamb, amid an intense silence, “we 
would fall on our faces.”—From Earnest 
Worker. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


Beyond the Showers.—These are they 
which came out of great tribulation 
(Rev. 7:14). A tourist writes of stop- 
ping at Giessbach to look at the wonders 
of its waterfalls. The party had to pass 
over one of the falls on a slender bridge 
through the drenching water, with the 
wild torrents dashing beneath. It was a 
trying experience, but, once through, a 
glorious picture burst upon them. There 
were rainbows above, beneath, and cir- 























Lesson for September 23 


cling on all sides. So the spray of sor- 
row falls now, and we may have to walk 
through floods and pitiless torrents, and 
all may seem a strange, inexplicable mys- 
tery, but there will come a time when we 
shall have passed through these showers 
of grief, and when we shall stand amid the 
splendor of rainbows on the shores of 
Glory. Then we shall understand, and 
see love in every pang and tear.—From 
“Week-Day Religion,” by Dr. J. R. Miller. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


His Father So Near.—He .. . shall dwell 
among them (Rev. 7:15). Years ago a 
little boy was entering school for the 
first time. The busy mother packed his 
lunch and told him to go straight up the 
road across the bridge to the school- 
house. The boy saw a little fish in the 
stream below the bridge. He laid down 
his lunch and started down to the stream 
to catch the fish, but saw a beautiful 
butterfly, ran after it, and tried to catch 
it. It eluded him, leading him farther 
and farther from the road. When he 
finally gave up the chase, he could not 
find the bridge. He decided to pray. He 
knew only two prayers. The first one 
was, “Now I lay me down to sleep”; he 
saw that would not fit the case. The 
other—the Lord’s Prayer—was better. 
He knelt down and said aloud, “Our 
Father.” Instantly he heard a voice be- 
hind him; it was his own father, who 
had followed him because he knew it 
was his first day in schoo] and he might 
need help. In telling this experience 
years later, the boy, now grown to man- 
hood, said it was the greatest revelation 
of his life to realize that his Father was 
so near—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


His Will Stands Good.—They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
... For the Lamb ... shall feed them 

(Rev. 7:16, 17). Robbie Flockhart 
used constantly to preach in the streets 
of Edinburgh, and he told this story: 
“I had a friend in the army, and he 
committed an offense, for which he was 
condemned to be shot. So he said, “Rob- 
bie, I have to die tomorrow, and as I 
have a little money, I have made my 
will and have left it to you.” “Thank 
you,” said I. The next morning, instead 


of being taken out to be shot, the sol- a 


dier received a free pardon; so, said 
Robbie, “he got his life and I lost my 
legacy, for a testament is not of force 
while the testator liveth; he must die 
to give effect to his will.” “Our great 
Testator,” continued Robbie, “is dead; 
we know that He died—they nailed Him 
to the cross; therefore His will stands 
good. Let us go and take the legacy 
He has bequeathed to us.”";-F rom Prairie 
Overcomer. Sent by the Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. In- 
dia, 
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Abundant Power.—For the Lamb... 

’ shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters (Rev. 7:17). During my meeting 
at Huntsville, Ala.,.I was taken down to 
see their great spring, which is the most 
famous thing about the town. I watched 
the great gushes of clear water from the 
head of this marvelous fountain. My 
friend said, “This spring supplies the 
whole town with fresh, pure water.” I 
asked, “Where is the engine that pumps 
it into the homes?” He said, “We have 
no engine. Do you see that wheel yon- 
der, run by the water of this spring? It 
pumps the water into the homes.” I 
replied, “You don’t mean to tell me that 
this spring not only has enough water to 
supply the whole town, but power 
enough in itself to throw itself into 
every one of the homes?” “That’s ex- 
actly the case,” he replied. And then I 
thought of the great river of life, enough 
for every thirsty soul on earth, and 
power enough to throw itself into every 
thirsty soul. All we have to do is make 
the connection—From “Famous Stories 
of Sam Jones.” Sent by Albert Mygatt, 

Axtell, Kans. 


No Directions From the Dead.—The - 


kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 
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Great Need! 


Pray for the evangelizing of Uruguay, 
little known and long neglected field. 
Our faith work has established an In- 
digenous Church and includes the 
first Bible school in the country train- 
ing national workers; also radio, col- 
portage, and unique prison ministry, 
© 





Rev. F.¥. Dabold 
Founder- Director 
Doors are Open 


Many hungry hearts waiting for the Word, little 
opposition. Splendid group of full-time workers 
in the field. Hold up their hands —swell their 
number with your prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 


BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 


HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
olready play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects —in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 

Over ten Thousand Students 


Send for FREE details. Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS 22%, R4x™ore ave. 


PASADENA 1, CALIF. 
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Plus...the Satisfaction of Having a Share in 
the CBFMS World-wide Missionary Program! 


Yes, you'll experience real joy and satisfaction in knowing that your gift will help 
bring the Gospel to the unsaved at home and abroad.. and that your money will 
support CBFMS missionaries long after you've gone to be with the Lord, 
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ever (Rev. 11:15). Ata fork in the road, 
the missionary with his Mohammedan 
friends paused to consider which fork 
of the road to take. The missionary 
seized the opportunity ... seeing a tomb 
alongside the road (there are often 
tembs of holy men along the roadsides 
in that country), he said, “Let us go to 
the tomb and ask the dead man the 
direction.” The Mohammedans looked 
at the missionary in amazement, “Why 
should we ask a dead man directions 
when we can go to yonder house with 
living people in it who can tell us where 
the road leads?” “Exactly!” said the 


missionary. “That is why we can ask 
Jesus Christ the way of life... . He is 
living. . . . Mohammed is dead.”—From 
Donald Grey Barnhouse. Sent by M. 


Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. Prize illus- 
tration. 





ORDAINED MINISTER 
aged 50, desires part-time pastorate where sound, 
evangelical Bible-teaching ministry would be appre- 
ciated. Church must be located within 50 mile radius 
of Philadelphia. Can furnish the best of references. 


Address Adv. No. 750, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 North 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 





EASY QUICK 


EARNINGS 


The Christian Way 


Pastors, Teachers, Christian Workers 
—both men and women—can: enjoy 
part or full time, steady earnings 
working in a most dignified Christian 
way—your own community or enjoy 
travel. Endorsed by ALL Protestant 
groups ... NO COMPETITION. Many 
full time people make $10,000.00 to 
$15,000.00 a year. 


A rewarding lifetime career offered 
by a company 34 years old. Write 
fully to Mr. Paul van Antwerpen, 
Room 601-T, 1018 So. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago 5, Illinois. 











.» + A minister writes, ‘GOD answered 
my PRAYER and showed me how to earn 


$3600.00 first year working only spare 
time.” 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HIS will be a good Sunday to begin 

to prepare for the part your class 
will have in the Rally Day exercises. 
Why not teach them Malotte’s beautiful 
arrangement of The Lord’s Prayer?! It 
is familiar enough so that they will 
grasp it quickly. The | earlycomers 
would probably start singing it along 
with a record which you could play re- 
peatedly until it was time for Sunday 
school to begin. At prayer time use the 
record again and let the children listen 
silently. At the close of the lesson play 
the record again and encourage the chil- 
dren to sing along. Next Sunday re- 
peat this same procedure and you will 
be both surprised and delighted to see 
how quickly the children will pick it up. 
You will be well repaid, on Rally Day, for 
your effort! Of course you will empha- 
size the meaning of the words, and, on 
each occasion when they practice the 
song, repeat again and again what is 
meant by each phrase. 

Remember, teacher, that one of the 
important rules of teaching is: Review, 
review, review. 





Almost everyone everywhere prays. 
Unfortunately not everyone knows ex- 
actly how to pray. Some people (in 


' Tibet, for example) write their prayers 


on paper, put them in what is known 
as a prayer wheel, and spin it round and 
round and round. They believe that 
each time the prayer wheel spins the 
prayer is being repeated. Many thou- 
sands of people pray, using beads. Each 
bead stands for a different prayer and 
when they come to that bead on the 
string they say that prayer» Many, many 
other people repeat prayers much the 
same. as they would nursery rhymes. 
They kneel beside their bed at night and 
rattle off, “Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep; 





1 May be obtained from Morning Cheer Book- 
store, 201° S. 13th St., Philadelphia 5; 45 
r.p.m.. $1.15, including postage. ; 





Frail Human Cargo 


JUST ARRIVED IN ISRAEL—young lives, far 
more easily shattered than the box marked “very 


fragile.” 


Who will help them, and others like them, when 


help is most needed? 


Who will handle them with the love that every 


child needs? 


Who will see that they get what every child should 
have — food, clothes, shelter, school -and even more 


~— yes, MOST ESSENTIAL OF ALL... 





They need to be brought up in the love of God—in FRAGILE! HANDLE WITH LO vi] 


the nurture and admonition of the LORD. 
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if I should die before I wake, I pray 
Thee, Lord, my soul to take. God bless 
Mommy, God bless Daddy, and make me 
a good boy, Amen.” And they hop into 
bed. That, they think,-is praying. 

In the long ago, when the Lord Jesus 
lived, He warned that we are not to use 
“vain repetitions” (Matt. 6:7). That 
means that we are not to say the same 
thing over and over again, never think- 
ing of what we are saying. The Lord 
Jesus gave His disciples a sample of the 
way we should pray. 

First of all, He said we are to call 
God “our Father.” That means, of 
course, that only those who have been 
born into God’s family have the right 
to use this prayer. The Lord Jesus 
wants us to think of God as our Father. 
We are to talk to Him just as a boy 
or girl talks to his father here on earth. 

Then the Lord Jesus taught that each 
time we talk to the Father we are to be 
reminded that He is holy. That is what 
it means when we say, “Hallowed be 
thy name.” Always, whether or not we 
are praying, we are to think of God's 
holiness. We are to speak gf Him rev- 
érently. We are to live lives that are 
holy. In these ways we honor God— 
we hallow His name. 

We are also to ‘pray, the Lord Jesus 
said, that God’s Kingdom would come. 
That means that we are to pray that 
others will receive the Lord Jesus and 
allow Him to rule their lives. As God's 
will is done in Heaven, we are to pray 
that we will do His will here on earth— 
in everything that we do at school, at 
home, at play. Because the Lord Jesus 
knew what it meant to be hungry, He 
wants us to ask the Father to give us the 
food that we need. Nor does He want 
us to be selfish, for He taught that we 
should include others when we ask for 
food: “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” Our prayer is also to include a 
confession of our sinfulness, “Forgive 
us our debts.” This we must never forget. 
The Lord Jesus also desires that when 
we pray we should never be unwilling 
to forgive those who have wronged us. 
God's child should ask Him to keep him 
from sinning. Prayers such as this, God 
will answer. 


LANCASTER, PA, 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 710) 


1. The manifestation of grace (Rev. 
1:1 to 3:22), of government (4:1 to 19: 
10), and of glory (19:11 to 22:21). 

2. The period between the rapture 
(Christ’s receiving the Church out of 
the world) and the Lord’s appearing in 
glory. 

3. The whole period of the Church, 
characterized by tribulation. 

4. The Lamb, a title which emphasizes 
His suffering and death. 
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5. By “washing” them in the blood of 
the Lamb (v. 14). 

6. The fine linen, clean and white, in 
which the “wife” of the Lamb is clothed, 
is declared to be “the righteous acts of 
the saints” (Rev. 19:8, A.S.V.). 


7. They speak of victory. See John 
12:12, 13. 


8. The worship of the redeemed 
focuses on salvation (v. 10), while that 
of the angels is a sevenfold ascription of 
praise (v. 12). 

9. Priestly service, the service of wor- 
ship (v. 15). 

10. The Lamb acting as Shepherd, 

ELMuHuRSsT, ILL. 

we 


Fit for the Lord's Supper? 
(Continued from second page) 


to take part in the ordinance which He 
gave us, for all are sinners and there 
is no other way of cleansing. Those 
who partake of it worthily recognize 
themselves as helpless sinners, trusting 
Christ alone for salvation, and see in 
the elements—the bread and wine—em- 
blems of the body and the atoning blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. They also 
realize that it is not a mere man-made 
ceremony, but ordained of ’God; and that, 
as they come to the table, they must not 
harbor any willful sin in their hearts. 

We ought to know at once that we are 
not fit to take the Lord’s Supper if we 
are holding onto a grudge or unwilling 
to forgive another person, or continuing 
in some other known sin. Another cause 
of unfitness is the failure to acknowl- 
edge the need of the substitutionary 
atonement which is back of the ordi- 
nance. Paul said, “For as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord’s death till he come,” thus 
pointing back to Christ’s atoning work 
on the cross and forward to His second 
coming. Anyone who thinks that he does 
not need the blood of Christ to cleanse 
him from sin and partakes of the Lord’s 
Supper is doing so unworthily. 

When it is said that such a person 
“eateth and drinketh damnation to him- 
self, not discerning the Lord’s body,” 
the thought is of judgment or condem- 
nation here and now, not necessarily 
eternal damnation provided one later 
turns to the Lord in repentance and 
faith. Another translation of the verse 
is, “For he that eateth and drinketh, 
eateth and drinketh judgment unto him- 
Self, if he discern not the body” (v. 29, 
A.S.V.). Dr. Scofield’s marginal note on 
the word “damnation” is “judgment, in 
the sense of verse 32,” which reads, “But 
when we are judged, we are chastened 
of the Lord, that we should not be con- 
demned with the world.” Verse 30 shows 
that sinning in respect to the Lord’s 
Supper may cause sickness or even 
death. But we can avoid these severe 
chastisements by judging ourselves, con- 
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fessing our sins, and trusting in Christ 
for forgiveness. Paul] also explains in 
the closing verses of this chapter that 
the ordinance should be observed de- 
cently and in order and that it is not 
intended to satisfy physical hunger. He 
concludes, “And if any man hunger, let 
him eat at home; that ye come not to- 
gether unto condemnation.” 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1957 


AVE you discovered what a valuable 

tool THe Sunpay Scuoot Times In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 
in your class or school? The list of 1957 
lessons is now ready. Many superin- 
tendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
When used in the regular Sunday school 
sessions instead of lesson leaflets, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the list 
convenient to hand to substitute teach- 
ers as a guide for their lesson prepara- 
tion. 

The 1957 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1957 
Lesson List and put them to work? They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Children at Home 


The Little Green Dragon 
Founded on fact 
By Nesta Reed 


UST floated thickly in the hot sun- 
shine around the Kowloon Refugee 
Camp. 

The wretched, half-tumbled-down huts 
were almost on top of each other, and 
were crowded with families who had fled 
from Communist China. It was a dismal 
place, and the little Chinese girl carry- 
ing a small tin bowlful of rice could 
hardly see for the blowing dust. 

“Oh, Lotus Bud,” she said to her 
friend, “how I hate living here in all 
this dirt and noise!” 

Precious Jewel was an only child and 
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lived in a hut made of tin cans. It had 
a sagging roof, but it was kept cleaner 
than the others. 

“Here, Ah’m [Mother],” she called, 
“I've got the rice, but, oh, the crowds 
around the Food Center! How they 
pushed me about and tore my tunic! 
It was awful!” 

Lotus meantime was scuffling her 
dirty bare feet on the mud floor, for 
there was no water to spare for washing. 

Suddenly Precious Jewel noticed 
something small and shining in the dust. 

“Wherever has this come from?” ex- 
claimed the little girl, picking up a 
small green jade ornament carved as a 
dragon with sparkling jeweled eyes. 

“Why,” said her mother, “that came 
from our lovely home in Central China. 
It must have gotten into the sack of 
clothes we took away the night we fled 
from the Communists. Yesterday I was 
looking for a bit of material to patch 








With Billy 
Graham 
in Asia 
TO THE 
FAR CORNERS 


GEORGE BURNHAM 


Including Excerpts from 
Billy Graham’s Diary 


The story of Billy Graham’s 35,000-mile 
trip through the Far East — of the multi- 
tudes who heard him and the 40,000 
decisions for Christ. With Billy Graham 
you will meet Asia’s leaders and her 
millions. Author also of Billy Graham: 
A Mission Accomplished on the Euro- 

crusades, Geo Burnham alerts 
Christians to the challenge of Asia in this 
vital new book. $2.00 





























For teachers and superintendents 


HOW TO RUN A 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


ANGELYN B. SUTHERLAND 


Here is a complete guide to a more effec- 
tive Sunday school. The author outlines 
qualifications and duties of the superin- 
tendent, department heads and teachers, 
and offers expert advice on lesson prepa- 
ration, teaching materials, absenteeism, 
discipline, characteristics of different age 
groups. A practical “how-to” book with 
a sound Christian foundation. $2.00 





At your bookstore 
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your tunic so it may have fallen out 
then. I am so glad it wasn’t lost be- 
cause it reminds me of our happy life 
away in Hunan.” 

“I don’t remember much about -my 
other home,” said Precious Jewel with a 
sigh. 

/“You were too young, my child, but 
we lived hundreds of miles away from 
here in such a_ beautiful place, for 
your father was a rich man. Now we 
have lost all, and your father is away 
trying to find some work to do, and I 
don’t know when he will get back.” And 
poor little Mrs, Wong wiped her eyes. 

“Don’t cry, Ah’m,” said - Precious 
Jewel, “perhaps the little jade dragon 
will bring us luck now,” and she threw 
her thin little arms around her mother’s 
neck. 

“Well, I’m glad it wasn’t lost anyway 
because I believe it is of value. We 
must guard it carefully, my child, for 
it is all we have left of all our precious 
possessions. When I was at a Christian 
school as a girl they used to say there 
that the good God above loved and 
watched over us, but I never bothered 
with religion after I got married.” 

“How I wish we could go back to that 
beautiful home, Ah’m! Is there no one 
to help us now?” 

“No, my. child, nobody cares for us, 
we don’t belong anywhere, and our fam- 
ily away in distant China can do noth- 
ing at all.” 

Later that evening Precious Jewel 
slipped out to go and see Lotus, whose 
hut was some distance away. Just as 
she was coming quickly round a sharp 
corner of the huts two big boys ran 
into her and knocked her down. She 
fell with her right leg twisted under 
her, a bone cracked, and when she tried 
to move she screamed with pain. 

Happily Lotus was near enough to 
hear her and rushed off for her mother. 

A crowd gathered immediately, all 
shouting together, but one man said, 
“Take her to the Foreign Healing Sister 
—her hut is not far,” and Mrs. Wong, 
coming up just then, heard his advice. 

“I have no money to pay her,” she said 
in great distress, 

“She does not ask for anything,” said 
the man, “She’s here just to help any- 
one, free; I will help to carry the little 
girl.” And then he lifted Precious Jewel 
quite carefuHy. She cried out with pain, 
for every movement was torture. Her 
mother who had put the little jade 
dragon in her pocket for safety pressed 
it into her hand. “There, my Precious 
One, it is yours for keeps, and try not 
te ery so much.” 

On the way to the Sister’s hut the 
man told Mrs. Wong that the Foreign 
Healing Lady belonged to the Jesus re- 
ligion. She lived in the Camp to help 
the people, and was very kind and 
clever. 

When she saw her little patient she 
touched her leg very gently. 
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“You must take her over to Hong 
Kong to the hospital there. It’s too dark 
and late to go tonight, so she shall sleep 
in my bed and we must lie on the floor 
beside her. The doctor will examine 
her leg with the ‘inside light’ [X ray], 
and she will be kept in the Home of 
Healing till she is quite well. There is 
an old teachen I know who will go with 
you and take you there safely.” 

“But I have no road money,” sobbed 
Mrs. Wong. i 

“Let your heart rest, Honorable Sis- 
ter. This old man will ask for no money. 
He will pay for your journey, for he 
is here to help poor people as I am.” 

Next morning an elderly Chinese pas- 
tor arrived and they set off for. Hong 
Kong, Precious Jewel being carried be- 
tween them to the boats. At last they 
were on a sampan, and Precious Jewel 
began watching all the strange things 
around her. 

When they came to the Island, Pre- 
cious Jewel became quite excited. 

“Look, Ah’m, look at that queer sort 
of house coming right at us with an up- 
stairs and lots of people in it.” 

“That is a streetcar,” said old Mr. Lee. 
“We must board it to get to the Home 
of Healing.” 

When they reached the tall white 
building their companion put them in 
the care of the Chinese doorkeeper. 

“God bless you,” he said as he was 
leaving them. “I shall pray much that 
you both may find the Saviour and 
Friend of us all.” ' 

When the Mission doctor examined 
Precious Jewel’s leg he said: “I am 
afraid we shall have to keep this little 
girl for some time. She has given her 
leg a bad crack and will need care and 
good food, but we can make her quite 
‘well again. I would ask you to stay for 
a few days, but we have no room at all; 
but she will be perfectly safe with us.” 

Of course her mother was very sorry 
to have to leave Precious Jewel among 
strangers, but everyone was so kind and 
good that she felt her child would have 
the best of care. 

She told her to keep the ‘little green 
dragon always under her pillow and it 
would comfort her when she felt lonely. 

Happily the nurse who was to look 
after Precious Jewel had originally 
come from Central China, so she could 
understand all the words of the fright- 
ened child, which helped to comfort her. 
At first she was very shy and quiet, 
but soon the other children in the ward 
made friends with her. The view from 
the high windows looking over the beau- 
tiful harbor was marvelous. Precious 
Jewel loved watching the great planes 
circling the night skies. The huge ships 
were equally fascinating to watch. 

“Some of those big ships bring all 
sorts of things for us,” said Nurse, “all 
the way from countries away. across the 

sea.” 
“But why do they send gifts? They 





don’t know us,” said precious Jewel. 

“You see, Little Sister, this is a Jesus 
Mission Hospital, and in those lands 
there are many people who love Him, 
and when they hear about the poor 
refugees they feel very sorry. Then they 
send us medicines, tins of milk, nourish. 
ing food, and money to make you and 
others well again.” 

“Oh,” said Precious Jewel, “but my 
mother said nobody cared about us now. 
I must tell her when I get home that 
there are those far away who do really 
love us still,” 

“Yes, Little Sister, I want you to learn 
a lot about Jesus while you are here 
so you can tell your parents and neigh- 
bors in Rennie’s Mill Camp it is be- 
cause of Jesus and His love for us all 
that we want to help everyone else.” 

Precious Jewel became very eager to 
look and listen whenever pictures and 
films were shown in the ward by Mrs. 
Sing, the Bible teacher. 

When the day came for her to go home 
Precious Jewel felt very sorry to leave 
so many kind friends. 

“Go and see the Camp Sister,” said 
Mrs. Sing, “you will want to thank her 
anyway. She has a little worship hall 
beside her hut where you can take your 
little friends to hear more about Jesus.” 

When her mother arrived, Precious 
Jewel whispered to her: “Don’t you 
think, Ah’m, we could give the little 
green dragon to the doctor for his little 
girl? It’s all we've got, and I'd like to 
say “Thank you’ in this way.” 

“Truly, my child, that’s just what we 
will do,” said her grateful mother. 

When they reached home, they found 
that Mr. Wong had returned. He had found 
work on the other side of the Camp, so 
they would be going to live there in a 
small town, 

“God is indeed good, though I forgot 
Him for so long,” said Mrs. Wong. “We 
must make a new start, and you, my 
Precious One, must help us to know and 
love Him.” 

And so it was that another little Chris- 
tian family was added to the Church in 
China, 


Ne 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jz. 





Sunday, September 23 


3. Open Doors in Christian Endeavor 
(Matt, 25:14-31) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

NE of the four important principles 
of the Christian Endeavor move- 
ment that we considered last week was 
service for Christ. We saw that true 
Christian service must follow and not 
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precede acceptance of Christ as Saviour, 
since we cannot serve Him acceptably 
until we have received Him into our 
hearts. But service must be a very real 
part of our Christian life and experi- 
ence because it is an expression of our 
love for Christ and, unless exercised, 
may become atrophied in the same way 
that an unused muscle becomes wasted 

and useless. 

*% 

We saw also last week that our serv- 
ice must be for Christ, of His design 
‘Oand planning, and performed in His 
®™ strength and under His direction. “For 
®s we are his workmanship, created in 
- ‘Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
‘ God hath before ordained that we 
*® should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). Fail- 
ure to go to Him for directions as to 
His plans and for the enabling of His 
Holy Spirit accounts for much of the 
*~ failure and discouragement in Christian 
«.. Service. God cannot bless what is done 
*° contrary to His design or His timing. 
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In the Parable of the Talents in the 
Scripture . portion assigned for this 
week’s topic, we have a picture of the 
Lord Jesus, upon His return, or Second 
Coming, testing the service of His serv- 
ants. Our present-day use of the word 
“talents” may lead us to think of the 
natural gifts of the servants involved. 
We often speak of a person’s ability to 
sing, or to play a musical instrument, 
or to speak effectively in public as tal- 
ents. However, a consideration of the 
whole parable seems to indicate that the 
“talents” referred to here were external 
opportunities rather than some inherent 
personal gifts, and it is this meaning 
of talents that makes the parable par- 
ticularly applicable to the opportunities 
for Christian service that we may find 
in our young people’s societies, 


For example, perhaps God has placed 
you in a position of leadership in your 
particular young people’s group. If not 
leadership of the whole group, you may 
have the privilege of leading one of the 
committees. Have you realized that this 
leadership may be an open door of op- 
portunity—a very real talent to be put 
to use and multiplied? Have you sensed 
that the very fact that you know the 
Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour is 
a marvelous talent to be used for your 
Master in the weekly prayer meeting, 
in the business sessions of your society, 


and in the larger open doors of county’ 


and state organizations? Perhaps God 
has given you a real burden for those in 
foreign lands who have never had the 
privilege of hearing the Gospel. Do you 
look upon that burden as a talent to 
be put to use to inspire and encourage 
others and perhaps even to prepare 
yourself for missionary service? And 
what about opportunities your young 
people’s group affords to prepare Bible 
messages or talks on the topics? Are 
these not open doors that may lead to 
larger service in the Sunday school or 
church—talents that may, be multiplied? 


bd 


You will notice that in the parable 
each one of the servants was given tal- 
ents “according to his several ability” 
(v. 15). 
ities of each one of his servants and 
opportunities were provided accordingly. 
God has not placed us today in situations 
in our young people’s group that are 
beyond us, if we are willing to seek His 
plan and His enabling. We can, if we will, 
enter the doors of opportunity that He 
opens, and perform acceptably to Him 
the service that He has designed for us. 


ye 

It is important to notice, too, from the 
parable that the rewards for faithful 
service were similar (vs. 21, 23). The 
fact that one had great opportunities 
and a great increase while another, with 
lesser opportunities, had lesser increase 


The Master knew the capabil- | 
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for each family in his congregation providing he will 
agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribution. 
Write stating number of leaflets desired to 


TITWER ns resreeea* 


FREE CHART ( schirrune nerenences 
with each purchase of the book 


TELEPHONE EVANGELISM, 25 CENTS 


No stamps, please 
How to win souls by telephone 


Write today Dr. Frank Witt, P.O. Box 265, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 



















A classic work 
for all time— 
books you will use 
and cherish for 

a lifetime! 


6 big rewarding 
volumes— 
beautifully bound 


Each volume $4.50 | 
Set $24.50 
4,800 Pages 4 
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at ail bookst 


ABINGDON PRESS 
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SOMETHING NEW and SENSATIONAL 


to 100% o - 
es 
rgeous Carat Name #F 
50 for $1.50 ap. b my Napkins, FMAM, 
Kiddie Books, Games, Gift Items. AAi7) 
Several $1.00 Boxes ON APP’ 











SNAKES AND FEATHERS 
THE BIBLE 


The old medicine mgn trains the new 
one. Feathers, rattles, snakes, and med- 
icine bags are poor substitutes for the 
Christian faith. 


Gifts placed with this school operating 
for many years will bring in a new day. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
Box 7158 Phoenix, Arizona 
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\ 2 VITAMIN VALUE 


A 
HI-POTENCY meu 


Mineral 


Dietary Supplement 


Vigor, pep, and stamina renewed! So users 
gladly testify. Study the formula; compare 
the price! Unequalled value in potencies, 
number of nutriments and low price. 
30 Days’ Supply — 270 Tablets 

Try for 30 days and SEE—3 vitamin tablets, 
6 mineral tablets each day. Unit of 3 bottles, 
one of Multi-Vitamins, two of Multi-Minerals. 
Full 30-day ration only $6.85. 


Multi-Vitamins: 1-Day Supply gives 





Vitamin A ..... 25,500 USP Folic Acid............ 1.5 mg. 

Vitamin D.........1,200 USP Inositol.....--+-.000+ +0 9 mg. 

Vitamin B1 ........+++ 18mg. Para-Amino 

Vitamin B2 ............12 mg. Nzoic 

Niacin......... 15 mg. — Acid........2s.e00eeee 30 mg. 

Niacinamide 15 mg. Biotin ...... . 0.003 mg. 
itamin ° 6mg. Yeast 

Vitamin B12 2 mcg. (dietary). ...+..--s000« 4 gr. 

Vitamin C.... - 150 mg. Liver 

Vitamin E .......-..0000 31 (Whole dried) ...... 4 gr. 

Vitamin K .....+10+.000+0 1mg. Chlorophyll...........- 3 mg. 

Calcium Ifalfa Juice 

Pantothenate...... 9 mg. (Concentrate)......... 1 gr. 

hOline|.....000--eseeeee Omg. Rutin...........c0cccee 1 mg. 


Plus 10 Minerals 


One Extra set FREE with each Sixth Order 
15 per cent discount to full-time Christian workers 
(If you live in California add 4 per cent sales tax) 
Representatives Wanted 
PAS-CAL COMPANY 
P.O. Box 203-TL ALTADENA, CALIF. 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
¥ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
DEPT. 102 ccamaonaee 
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did not temper the reward. Each re- 
ceived the approval of the Master and 
entered into new spheres of activity 
and opportunity. 

we 


But let us heed well the example of 
the servant who did not put to use the 
opportunities he was given. He not 
only suffered his Lord’s stern rebuke, 
but he also had taken away from him 
the opportunities that had been his, and 
had the bitter experience of seeing the 
work that might have been his turned 
over to those who were willing to be 
faithful. May our response to our Lord 
ever be, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 17 to 23 


Mon.—Psalm 91:1-10. 
The Lord Is My Refuge. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will say of the 
Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: 
my God; in him will I trust.” God is 
our only safe refuge. Can you boast in 
God for what He has been to you in the 
woes of this world? Can you sincerely 
say all that the Psalmist claimed in the 
above text? Happy the Christian who 
knows the safety of the Rock of Ages 
and the comfort of finding Christ a Rock 
in the weary land. Pray for the National 
Sunday School Association Convention, 
October 10-12 (Moody Church), Chicago. 


Tues.—Acts 1:6-12. Thy Kingdom Come. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Lord, wilt thou 
at this time restore again the kingdom 
to Israel?” The apostles had their idea 
of Christ’s Kingdom enlarged, as our 
Lord pressed ypon them the necessities 
of world evangelization before the es- 
tablishment of the kingdom of Israel. 
As they needed the Spirit’s power then, 
much more do we, at this end time. 
“The night cometh, when no man can 
work” (John 9:4). Pray for Back to the 
Bible Broadcast, Lincoln, Nebr. 


Wed.—Revelation 4:1-11. 
, The Throne of the Lamb. 
PraYeER Succestions: “A throne was set 
in heaven, and one sat on the throne.” 
John in vision saw the glory of the 
Lamb upon His throne. After sufferings 
and death here for sinners, He ascended 
up, where He was before, to His divine 
throne. Hail the glorified Saviour! 
Give Him worship and glory due. Offer 
Him your sweetest songs of praise, your 
most soulful adoration. Bless the Lamb 
upon His throne, Pray for The Ratio 
Bible Class, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Thurs.—Revelation 5:1-13. 
’ The Lion of Judah. 


Prayer Succestions: “The Lion of the 
tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath 
prevailed to open the book, and to loose 
the seven seals thereof.” Heaven has a 
far greater and more glorious appre- 
ciation of the Saviour than we on earth. 
Join with them in esteem of the Sav- 
iour. Unaware of Christ’s greater glory, 
we, too, often weep in face of problems 
until we learn that “The Lion of... 
Juda” can break every chain, and give 
us the victory again and again. Glorify 
your mighty Saviour! Pray for the Sal- 
vation Army, Chicago. 


Fri.—Revelation 6:1-11. 
The Four Horsemen. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come and see.” 
The four horsemen of the Revelation are 
before us in this chapter of Revelation. 
The judgments represented by these four 
horsemen of the Apocalypse are unwel- 
come to ears of multitudes. People look 
upon sin as a natural element in human 
life, instead of being willful and deter- 
mined rebellion against God. Great will 
be the alarm of sinners when, as at the 
flood of Noah’s time, judgments shall 
fall upon the wicked of the earth. Pray 
that Christians everywhere may realize 
the woeful destiny of them that know 
not God, and obey not the Gospel of His 
Son.* 


Sat.—Revelation 7:9-17. 
The Kingdom Triumphant. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “A great multi- 
tude, which no man could number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands.” God’s 
houses in Heaven shall yet be filled with 
guests, gathered from every tribe and 
nation. Christ shall win the battle for 
souls. The Lamb of God has already 
bruised the head of His great adversary 
and ours, and will yet spoil his goods. 
Yes, even from among the Aucas, souls 
shall yet stand in that company. “All 
.. . kindreds, and people, and tongues” 
takes them in. What a gathering it will 
be! Will you be among these gathered 
ones? Pray for Providence-Barrington 
Bible College, Providence, R. I. 


Sun.—Revelation 11:15-19. 
The Kingdom of Our Lord. 
Prayer Succestions: “The kingdoms 
of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ; @ 
and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
-When the seventh angel sounds his 
trumpet, this climax of all the vic- ™ 
tories of Christ will appear. The 
whole world awaits that consumma- 
tion. Let all pray, “Saviour, hasten 
thine appearing; bring, O bring, the 
glorious day.” Pray, “Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). 















